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TO 

ilL  THEM  THAT  LOVE  OUE  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST  IN  SINCERITY." 


HRisTiAN  Brethren, 

Who  is  there  that  knows  and  loves  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus"  whose  heart  has  not  been  grieved 
)  see  the  church  of  the  living  God,  so  torn  with  contention  ? 
0  see  brother  divided  against  brother,  fathers   against  the 
lildren,  and  children  against   the  fathers;    to  see  discord 
here  there  should  be  harmony  ;  strife,  jealousy  and  rancour 
here  ought  to  be  and  where  might  be  the  abode  of  "  unity 
id  godly  love."     That  there  must  ever  be  divisions   and 
tfferences  of  thought  and  opinion,  while  man  remains  in  his 
resent  state,  is  inevitable  ;  nay  more,  it  is  not  desirable  that 
should  be  otherwise,  for,  by  the  conflict  of  opinion  truth  is 
ot  only  elicited,  but  kept  bright  and  vigorous.     Constituted 
3  the  human  mind  is,  were  there  an  entire  agreement  upon 
:ll   subjects,   truth   would  quickly    languish,   and    indolent 
^quiescence  in  received  opinions  supersede  aU  energy  and 
U  exertion.      But,   brethren,   granting   that   diflferences   of 
lought  and  opinion  are  unavoidable  and  even  wholesome, 
i-Bt   we   should   ^'^bite   and   devour   one    another" — is   this 
ecessary  ?     That  we  should  ''  every  one  of  us  say,  I  am  of 
*aul ;  and  I  of  ApoUos  ;  and  I  of  Cephas  j  and  I  of  Christ" 
-is  this  indispensable  ?     Is  it  seemly  ?     Must  Christ's  body 
e  ever  so  split  and  torn  ?     Is  it  not  possible  to  hold  our 
wn,  and  to  maintain  our  own,  without  indulging  in  rancour 
nd  jealousy  ?     O,  brethren,  why  should  we  be  so  lUterly 
ivided  ?     Why  should  we  hold  back  so  very  far  from  each 
ther  ?     Why  should  we  look  upon  one  another  with  distrust, 
dth  suspicion,  with   dislike  ?     We  all  anticipate   the   most 


u 

perfect  union  in  the  kingdom  of  our  heavenly  Father- 
should  we  not  strive  to  realize,  at  least  in  some  small  measure 
that  most  blessed  state  on  earth  ?  Alas  !  is  variance,  i 
emulation,  is  hot  contention,  is  bitter  animosity  a  fittin, 
preparation  for  that  heavenly  abode,  where  we  hope  to  b 
with  Christ,  and  to  dwell  with  Christ  for  ever  ?  Is  there  n 
"  balm  in  Gilead  V  No  remedy  of  virtue  potent  to  hci 
these  bitter  waters?  Is  there  no  disposition  among  th 
disciples  of  the  same  Lord  to  look  more  kindly  upon  eac 
other  ?  no  yearning  of  heart  for  that  "  dwelling  together  i 
unity"  which  is  so  "  good  and  pleasant ;"  which  is  "  like  th 
precious  ointment  upon  the  head,  that  ran  down  upon  tl 
beard,  even  Aaron's  beard ;  that  went  down  to  the  skirts  < 
his  garments?"  Is  there  no  common  ground  on  whic 
Christians  of  various  denominations  may  meet  and  extend  ' 
each  other  the  hand  of  friendship  ?  Brethren,  it  is  becaui 
I  do  think  there  is  this  common  ground ;  and  because  the] 
seems  to  be  a  growing  disposition  towards  union;  an« 
moreover,  because  there  is  that  in  the  aspect  of  the  time 
which  renders  such  a  cordial  understanding  among  all  tri 
Christians  more  than  ever  desirable  and  important,  that 
now  venture  to  address  you  in  a  few  plain  words  of  earne 
and  affectionate  exhortation.  With  the  proud  and  tl 
carnal ;  with  the  mere  partizan,  or  the  stickler  for  tenei 
cold  and  dry  as  the  "  bones  in  the  vaUey"  of  Ezekiel's  visio 
I  have  no  hope  of  prevailing.  With  whatever  caution  ai 
affection  the  remarks  which  are  to  follow  may  be  expresse 
such  wiU  be  sure  to  extract  from  them  fresh  cause 
offence.  But  our  adorable  Master  has  a  "  peculiar  people 
a  "  little  flock,'*  who  "  know  the  voice  of  the  good  She 
herd ;"  a  "  precious  seed,"  a  "  royal  priesthood,"  scatter- 
among  all  the  various  sects  and  parties  of  whom  the  hum; 
family  is  composed ;  to  them  only  I  speak,  and  by  them  I  < 
indulge  the  hope  that  I  shall  be  heard,  yea,  and  if  our  G' 
be  pleased  to  bless  the  effort,  that  I  shall  prevail  also. 


rethren,  "  beloved  in  the  Lord,"  "  partakers  of  the  heavenly- 
ailing,"  retire  for  a  little  moment  from  the  heat  of 
.erce  contention,  and  shutting  out  for  a  brief  space  the 
irring  din  of  party  strife,  give  audience  to  one  who  ventures 
0  speak  of  Christian  unity,  and  peace,  and  love.  O  blessed 
7ords  !  there  is  a  soothing  virtue  in  their  very  sound ;  they 
re  "  as  the  dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that  descended 
ipon  the  mountains  of  Zion." 

My  purpose  is  to  show  the  possibility,  advantages,  and 
lecessity  of  union ;  and,  in  order  to  this,  it  is  evident  that 
he  causes  of  disunion  should  also  be  examined.  These,  as 
ippear  to  me,  are  chiefly  two,  which  I  shall  make  the 
ubjects  of  separate  consideration  in  this  address. 

I.  One  main  cause  of  disunion  and  bitterness  amongs 
Christians  is  this,  that  they  are  too  much  given  to  look  only 
ipon  the  matters  on  which  they  differ,  and  to  overlook  and 
mderrate  those  in  which  they  agree.  Using  prejudice  as  it 
-were  a  telescope,  when  investigating  subjects  of  disagreement 
:hey  look  through  the  small  end,  and  thus  objects  are  magnified 
md  seen  with  a  distinctness  with  which  they  would  not 
otherwise  appear ;  but  when  matters  of  agreement  are  to  be 
considered  they  reverse  the  instrument,  and  immediately  the 
whole  prospect  becomes  dim,  shadowy,  confused  and  distant. 
But  surely  this  is  unwise  ;  if  partiality  is  exercised  at  all  it 
ought  to  be  on  the  other  side.  Considering  that  they  have  ^ 
'*  one  faith,  one  Lord,  one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of  >*  ^^ 
all,"  one  hope  of  eternal  life,  and  one  home  towards  which 
all  are  journeying.  Christians  ought  to  be  more  diligent  to 
discover  wherein  they  agree,  than  wherein  they  diiFer.  In 
the  exercise  of  that  charity  which  "  thinketh  no  evil"  they 
should  rather  dwell  upon,  and  rejoice  in,  and  even  magnify 
the  virtues  and  the  excellencies  of  their  brethren,  than  be 
quick  to  detect  and  expose  their  faults.  Alas  !  instead  of  this^ 
they  are  all  sharp-sighted  to  detect  the  "  moat  in  their 
brother's  eye,"  whilst  they  perceive  not  "  the  beam  that  is  in 


their  own."  But  let  us  now,  my  brethren,  divesting  ourselves 
as  far  as  may  be,  of  the  film  of  prejudice,  and  rejecting  al 
artificial  aid  to  our  mental  vision,  look  at  things  simply  cu 
they  are.  Let  us  fairly  and  impartially  consider  the  point 
in  which  all  true  Christians  do  and  must  agree,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  those  in  which  it  is  allowable  for  them  to  difie 
without  severing  the  bond  of  holy  love.  I  say  must  agree 
because,  inasmuch  as  every  true  Christian  is  a  temple  of  th( 
Holy  Ghost,  and  is  led,  and  taught,  and  sanctified  by  th( 
same  Divine  Person,  however  various  may  be  their  degree 
of  enlightenment  and  knowledge,  the  teaching  is  and  must  b« 
in  all  essential  points  the  same.  It  were  little  short  of  bias 
phemy  to  suppose  that  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  can  be  th< 
Author  of  contradictions,  or  that  he  could  teachone  man  one 
thing,  and  another  something  essentially  opposite.  There  ar< 
certain  points  of  doctrine  and  experience  on  which  al 
the  people  of  God  are  and  must  be  agreed,  and  ai 
impartial  summary  will  show  that  they  are  neither  few  no 
unimportant. 

Such  a  summary  I  will  now  essay  to  give ;  and  I  thinl 
no  sensible  man  wiU  find  fault  with  me,  if  in  doing  so,  I  mak( 
use,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  authorized  formularies  of  m^ 
own  church,  for  which  I  entertain  the  sincerest  love  an( 
veneration.  I  assert  therefore  that  all  true  Christians  ar< 
agreed, 

1.  That  there  is  but  one  living  and  true  God,  everlasting 
of  infinite  power,  wisdom,  and  goodness ;  the  Maker,  ant 
Preserver  of  all  things,  both  visible  and  invisible.  And  tha 
in  the  unity  of  this  Godhead,  there  are  three  Persons,  of  on< 
substance,  power,  and  eternity ;  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  th( 
Holy  Ghost. 

2.  That  the  Son,  which  is  the  Word  of  the  Father,  co 
equal,  co-eternal,  "  without  whom  was  not  any  thing  mad( 
that  was  made,"  and  "  by  whom  all  things  consist,"  took  man*, 
nature  in  the  womb  of  the  virgin.     That  so  the  two  nature 


3  united  in  one  person — the  Godhead  and  the  manhood, 
lat  Jesus  Christ  is  at  once  both  "  perfect  God  and  perfect 
m ; "  *'  God,  of  the  substance  of  his  Father,  begotten  before 
e  worlds,  and  man,  of  the  substance  of  his  mother,  born  in 
e  world." 

3.  That  Jesus  Christ,  uniting  in  his  own  sacred  Person 
e  divine  and  human  natures,  is  the  only  Mediator  and  Inter- 
;s8or  between  God  and  man.  And  that  to  have  recourse  to 
ly  other  mediator,  or  depend,  in  any  degree,  upon  any  other 
.tercessor,  is  idolatry,  to  be  abhorred  of  all  faithful  Christians. 

4.  That,  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself  once  offered,  he  hath 
made  reconciliation  for  iniquity,"  and  "  brought  in  ever- 
^ting  righteousness."  "Whatever  shades  of  opinion  there 
lay  be  among  Christians  as  to  the  extent  of  the  atonement, 
11  are  agreed  in  this,  that  through  his  blood  alone  we  have 
■'  remission  of  sins,"  and  that ''  there  is  none  other  name  under 
eaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved." 

5.  That  the  same  Jesus  Christ,  our  divine  and  adorable 
tedeemer,  who  "  died  for  our  sins,"  was  also  "  raised 
gain  for  our  justification."  That  he  ascended  into  heaven, 
nd  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  where  he  "  ever  liveth 
o  make  intercession  for  us."  And  that  the  "  same  Jesus," 
7ho  ascended  up  into  heaven  from  the  admiring  gaze  of  his 
vorshipping  disciples,  "  will  so  come  in  like  manner  as  they 
vaw  him  go  into  heaven."  Many  and  various  indeed  are  the 
lifferences  of  opinion  with  respect  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
lis  coming,  but  upon  the  main  fact  that  he  will  come  again 
n  his  glorious  majesty  to  judge  the  quick  and  dead,  there  is 
lot  a  shade  of  doubt  upon  the  mind  of  any  true  Christian. 

I  6.  That  when  he  comes  in  his  glory  he  will  receive  us  unto 
liimself,  that  where  he  is  there  we  may  be  also.  Here  again, 
with  respect  to  the  place  of  final  blessedness,  there  is  great 
diversity  of  opinion ;  some  believing  that  it  will  be  this  earth 
renewed  and  restored  to  more  than  its  pristine  beauty  and 
perfection  ;  others  that  it  will  be  in  some  other  sphere  ;  but 
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it  is  the  blessed  privilege  of  all  the  people  of  Christ  to  kno 
and  believe  that  it  is  their  glorious  destiny  to  be  >vith  Chris 
and  to  dwell  with  him  for  ever.  This  is  the  only  heaven  the 
look  for  or  desire.  Wherever  Christ  is,  there  is  heaver 
without  Him,  paradise  itself  were  hell. 

7.  That  through    his  all-powerful  intercession,  he  hat 
procured  for  his  church  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which 
"  the  Comforter,"    "  the  Spirit  of  truth,"   whose  office  it 
"to  convince  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment" — "1 
guide  his  people  into  all  truth,"  and   "  to  take  of  the   thin^ 
of  Christ,"  and   "  to  show  them"  to  their  souls.     As  to  tt 
gifts  of  the  Spirit,  there  may  be  and  there  are  many  conflictin  ! 
opinions,  but  as  to  the  necessity  of  his  indwelling,  sanctifying 
and  regenerating  influences,  there  neither  is  nor  can  be  an 
disagreement. 

From  these  general  and  fundamental  principles,  descendic 
to  more  particular  doctrines,  we  shall  find  the  same  wonde; 
ful  harmony.  Christians,  one  and  all,  with  one  consen 
believe 

8.  That  "  Holy  Scripture  containeth  all  things  nece: 
sary  to  salvation  :  so  that  whatsoever  is  not  read  thereii 
nor  may  be  proved  thereby,  is  not  to  be  required  of  any  mai 
that  it  should  be  believed  as  an  article  of  the  faith,  or  t 
thought  requisite  or  necessary  to  salvation."  This  is  the  6t 
article  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  is  there  a  Christian  ( 
any  denomination  that  will  not  heartily  and  cordially  assei 
to  it? 

9.  That  the  nature  of  every  man  who  is  born  into  th: 
world  is  corrupt  and  sinful,  and  "  the  heart  deceitful  abov 
all  things  and  desperately  wicked" — or  in  the  words  of  th 
9th  article,  that  "  original  sin  standeth  not  in  the  following  c 
Adam,  but  is  the  fault  and  corruption  of  every  man  thf 
naturally  is  engendered  of  the  offspring  of  Adam ;  whereb 
man  is  very  far  gone*  from  original  righteousness,  and  is  c 

•  Lat.     Qnam  longissime — as  far  as  possible. 
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s  own  nature  inclined  to  evil,  so  that  the  flesh  lusteth  always 
jainst  the  spirit." 

10.  That  in  consequence  of  the  fault  and  corruption  of  our 
ature,  "  a  man  must  be  born  again,  or  he  cannot  see  the 
ingdom  of  God;"  and  that  of  this  great  work  the  Holy 
pirit  is  the  alone  Author. 

11.  That  "  we  are  accounted  righteous  before  God,  only 
or  the  merit  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  by  faith, 
nd  not  for  our  own  works  and  deservings ;"  or,  in  other 
7ords,  that  "  we  are  justified  by  faith,"  and  by  faith  "  only." 

Chis  is  the  great  palladium  of  protestantism;    the  punctum        j^^^ 
tantis  vel  cadentis  ecclesice  ;  the  foundation  of  the  believer's    ^^f'"*^ 
lope,  and  peace,  and  joy  ;  the  corner  stone  of  Christian  truth,       ^    •* 
iibout  which,  however  differently  it  may  be  expressed,  ex-   ^^^-^ 
olained,  and  applied,  there  is  not  any  essential  disagreement.   ^**^«**^ 

12.  That  "  albeit  good  works,  which  are  the  fruits  of  faith, 
md  follow  after  justification,  cannot  put  away  our  sins,  and 
sndure  the  severity  of  God's  judgment ;  yet  are  they  pleasing 
and  acceptable  to  God  in  Christ,  and  do  spring  out  necessarily 
of  a  true  and  lively  faith ;  insomuch  that  by  them  a  lively 
faith  may  be  as  evidently  known  as  a  tree  is  discerned  by  its 
fruit."* 

13.  That  Christ  hath  ordained  two  sacraments,  and  two 

only,  which  are  generally  necessary  to  salvation,  viz.  baptism,     «t*i>u/ 1/ 
'and  the  supper  of  the   Lord:    and  however  Christians  may  .    '^^  •  ■ 
differ  as  to  the  time  and  mode  of  their  administration — upon 
this  are  they  all  agreed,f  that,  being  the  express  ordinances         -I**, « 
of  our  Divine  Master,  they  are  to  be  religiously  observed, 
and  had  in  honour  by  all  his  true  disciples. 

Again,  advancing  from  doctrine  to  experience,  how  won- 
derful is  the  essential  agreement  amongst  aU  true  believers, 
manifestly  proving  that  they  are  "  all  taught  of  God !" 

*  Article  XII. 
+  Might  I  not  add  also  as  another  point  of  universal  agreement,  that  the  sacra- 
ments, in  themselves  alone,  cannot  confer  grace,  hut,  as  the  25th.  Art.  teaches — "in 
such  only  as  worthily  receive  the  same  they  have  a  wholesome  effect  or  operation  ?" 
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14.  That  in  ourselves  we  are  weak  and  helpless,  and  tha" 
all  our  sufficiency  is  of  God. 

15.  That  if  we  love  God,  it  is  because  he  first  loved  us. 

16.  That  Christ  is  precious  to  the  believing  soul;  hif 
name  "as  ointment  poured  forth;"  that  he  is  the  '^chie: 
among  ten  thousand  and  altogether  lovely."  O  which  of  us 
my  brethren,  would  not  say  with  David — "  Whom  have  I  ir 
heaven  but  thee  ?  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  be- 
sides thee  ?" 

17.  That  prayer  is  at  once  the  first  duty  and  the  highest 
privilege  of  the  Christian. 

Here  then  are  seventeen  articles  (and  by  careful  analysis 
and  subdivision,  the  number  might  be  largely  increased) 
embracing  all  the  fundamental  principles  of  Christianity, 
as  relates  to  doctrine,  practice,  and  experience,  upon 
which  there  is  absolutely  no  difierence  among  true  Christians. 
Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  a  far  more  difficult  and 
delicate  subject,  viz.,  those  points  in  which  the  Christian 
Church  is  divided.  And  here  I  must  observe,  once  for  all, 
that  by  the  terms — the  Church — the  Church  of  Clirist — the 
Christian  Church,  I  mean  not  this  or  that  denomination  of 
professing  Christians,  but  as  it  may  be  well  and  briefly  defined 
— "  the  blessed  company  of  all  faitliful  people."* 

The  grounds  of  diversity  may,  I  apprehend,  be  reduced  to 
these  four — 

*  The  following  observations  of  Bishop  Tomline,  in  his  exposition  of  the  39 
Articles,  upon  this  subject,  are  worthy  of  note— affording,  as  they  do,  so  refreshing  a 
contrast  to  the  arrogant  pretensions  of  many  in  the  present  day ; — "  We  find  the 
word  Church  used  in  the  New  Testament  in  a  more  or  less  extended  sense.  Our 
Saviour  said  to  Peter  "  Thou  art  Peter,  &c."  Here  the  Church  means  the  whole 
body  or  society  of  faithful  Christians  throughout  the  world."  Again  ; — "  We  con- 
sider all  men  as  Christians,  or  as  members  of  the  visible  Church  of  Christ  who  have 
been  baptized,  and  profess  their  belief  in  the  divine  mission  of  Christ,  even  if  their 
faith  be  in  some  respects  erroneous  and  their  lives  unworthy  of  their  holy  vocation. 
To  make  a  discrimination,  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  upon  these  points,  would  be 
to  deny  salvation  to  those  whom  we  exclude  from  the  Church  of  Christ,  which  would 
be  unbecoming  and  presumptuous  in  the  highest  degree,  and  upon  the  same  principle 
we  forbear  to  enquire  what  precise  additions  or  defects  in  the  administration  of  the 
sacraments  of  Christ  annul  their  efficacy.  We  contend  that  we  follow  the  Scripture 
in  the  performance  of  the  public  offices  of  our  religion,  without  passing  judgment 
upon  those  who  appear  to  us  to  depart  from  it."     Vol  2.  pp.  329—331. 
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1.  The  connexion  of  Church  and  State. 

2.  Discipline. 

3.  Ceremonies. 

4.  Apostolical  Succession. 
My  wish  is  to  state  the  matter  fairly,  concealing  nothing, 

id  avoiding  nothing,  so  far  as  the  narrow  limits  of  this  tract 
ill  permit;  and  my  belief  is,  that,  however  multiplied  the 
Dntroversies  which  have  agitated  the  Christian  Church,  they 
lay  aU  be  traced  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  above-mentioned  ^<^ 

auses.  It  belongs  not  to  my  present  purpose  to  advocate 
ay  one  particular  system  as  opposed  to  other  systems,  nor  to 
rove  that  any  one  party  is  right  and  the  other  wrong.  My 
bject  is  simply  to  consider  the  question  upon  these  points,  as 
•etween  the  Church  of  England  on  the  one  hand,  and  Evan- 
gelical Dissenters  on  the  other,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
vhether  the  differences  are  such  as  make  Christian  fellowship 
mpossible;  whether  these  points,  or  any  of  them,  are  matters  of 
^aith;  and  whether  such  a  latitude  is  not  allowed,  as  that  it  may 

I  06  possible  for  both  parties  to  maintain  their  own  opinion,  not 
Dnly  without  any  breach  of  Christian  charity,  but  with  a 
nutual  disposition  (not  confined  to  mere  words)  to  help  and 
assist  each  other  in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  the  Redeem- 
er's glory.  Deeply  am  I  sensible  of  the  delicate  ground  on 
which  I  am  about  to  tread;  of  the  charge  of  presumption 
which  may  be  brought  against  an  humble  individual  for 
venturing  to  meddle  with  subjects  so  deep,  so  perplexing,  so 
fraught  with  consequences  of  portentous  moment  to  our  tfz^c 
country's  welfare,  and  which  have  engaged  the  attention  of  so  ^mu6'm 
many  master  minds  for  so  many  centuries.  Well  do  I  know 
that  the  remarks  about  to  be  offered  will,  if  they  be  considered 
deserving  of  any  notice,  draw  down  severe  rebuke  from,  many 
members  of  my  own  communion ;  and  that  in  attempting  to 
discover  a  middle  path  between  the  two  extremes,  I  may  at 
once  fail  of  conciliating  either,  and  incur  the  censure  of  both. 
Nevertheless,  so   deeply  interesting  is  the  present  crisis;  so 


momentous  are  the  changes  that  are  in  progress  ;  so  intense 
important  is  it  that  the  people  of  God  should  be  united  ar 
prepared   for  what   may   happen,   that   something   must  1 
risked,  a  beginning  must  be  made   somewhere,  a  first  st( 
must  be  taken  by  some  one,  if  that  so  desirable  an  union 
ever  to  be  effected  at  all.     Society  seems  to  be  resolving  itse 
into  its  elements,  preparatory  to  an  entire  change  of  all  partie 
Friends  are  becoming  enemies,  and  opponents  changing  int 
friends.      New  combinations  are  forming  every  hour.      N 
one  can  predict  what  a  day  may  bring  forth ;   and  in  such 
state  of  things,  be  ye  well  assured,  the   enemies  of  the  trut 
are  not  idle ;  they  are  on  the  watch,  active  and  vigilant,  t  ^ 
seize  every  opportunity  for  promoting  their  designs ;  and  ( 
all  those   enemies,  the   most   dangerous,   because   the   nio; 
subtle,  are  they  who  are  striving  to  reconstruct  the  edific( 
hierarchical  and  priestly  domination.      Brethren,  I  hesitat 
not  a  moment  to  assert,  that  a  deep  laid  conspiracy  is,  an 
has  long  been,  in  progress  to  establish  a  spiritual  despotism 
upon  the  ruins  of  our  liberties,  which  nothing  but  a  timel} 
united,    and    determined    movement    can    avert.      Nothin, 
can  secure  us  in  the  possession  of  all  we  hold  most  dear  a 
Christians  and  as  men ;  nothing  can  save  the  countiy  fror 
either  a  ruthless   despotism   on   the   one   hand,   or   anarch; 
and  revolution   on  the  other,  but   the    speedy  formation  o 
a  new  parti/   in   the  state,  composed  of  all  those  who  fea 
God  and  love  the   truth   as  it  is  in  Jesus,  united  togethe 
upon  the  wide  and  comprehensive  basis  of  our  common  faith 
The   time  is  come  when   British   Christians   must   unite   o 
perish;    and,   behold   I   testify   to   you,   brethren,   whethe 
you    be    Churchmen    or    Dissenters,    that    if   you    let    th( 
golden    moment    pass — if  you   will,   at   all   hazards,   retail 
your  petty  jealousies  and  strifes  about  names  and  words,  an( 
the  mammon  of  the  world — you  will  live  to  repent  in  bitter 
ness  of  soul — you  will  live  to  see  your  liberties  and  your  priv 
•  See  Appendix  A. 


IS 

ges  frittered  away  one  by  one,  and  your  country  either 
vered  again  Avith  the  funereal  pall  of  a  base,  cruel,  and 
ivish  superstition,  or  torn  with  intestine  war — and  you 
iU  have  deserved  your  fate. 

But  methinks  some  will  say  the  grounds  of  diversity  which 

)u  have  stated  are  surely  not  mere  words  and  names — they 

•e  weighty  matters,  and  agreement  upon  them  is  impossible. 

,et  us  see  then  if  the   difficulty  is  insurmountable.     With 

3gard  to  the  first,  it  would  indeed  appear   so.     Here  is  one 

arty  holding  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Christian  State  to  provide 

^yr  the  religious  instruction  of  the  people ;  and  another   as 

onfidently  maintaining  that  all  connexion  between  Church 

nd  State   is   sinful.      This  is  indeed  a  difficulty,   and   yet 

•)rethren,  it  is  a  difficulty  which  must  he  met,  and  surmounted 

00,  or  the  destruction  of  both  parties  will  be  the  inevitable 

consequence.     Now  it  appears  to  me  that  the  only  chance  of 

iigreement  lies  in  a  reference   to  the  word  of  God,  which  we 

30th  acknowledge  to  be  of  paramount  authority.     A  reference, 

[  say,  to  the  word  of  God,  not  with  the  view  of  determining 

either  way  the  question  in  dispute,  for  this  would  only  be  to 

renew  a  controversy  already  exhausted,  but  with  the  view  of 

ascertaining  whether  it  is  indeed  a  matter  of  such  paramount 

importance,  and  which  is  so  clearly  laid  down  and  revealed  in 

Scripture,  that  there  can  be  no  mistake.     As  long  as  one  side 

maintains  that  the  connexion  between  Church   and  State  is 

indispensable  to  the  existence  of  Christianity,  and  the  other  as 

confidently  maintains  it  to  be  a    deadly  sin — agreement  is 

indeed  clearly  impossible.    But  if  an  impartial  re-examination 

of  Scripture,  in  a  milder  and  more  friendly  spirit,  should  show 

that  it  is,  after  all,  a  question  by  no  means  so   certain  or  so 

positively  determined — if,  to  borrow  a  phrase  from  worldly 

affairs,  both  sides  could  see  sufficient  grounds  to  allow  it  to 

be  what  is  called  an   "  open  question,"  then  accommodation 

becomes  not  altogether  hopeless.     For  my  own  part,  I  do 

conscientiously  believe  that  the  weight  of    argument  is  in 
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favour  of  the  connexion  between  a  Christian  Church  and 
Christian  State,  but  at  the  same  time  I  see  that  those  avL 
maintain  the  opposite  opinion  have  much  to  say  in  its  support 
so  much,  indeed,  that  I  feel  convinced  it  is  one  of  thos 
questions  which  the  sacred  volume  has  left  free  and  open,  t 
be  regulated  according  to  the  ever- varying  circumstances  c 
place  and  time.  If  this  were  but  admitted,  then  the  accom 
modation  of  our  unhappy  dissensions  is  not  impossible,  i 
little  mutual  concession ;  a  little  abatement  of  arrogance  o] 
the  one  hand,  and  of  hostility  on  the  other,  is  all  that  i 
required.  There  are  those  in  the  bosom  of  the  establishment 
both  clergy  and  laity,  and  perhaps  their  number  is  not  few 
who,  rather  than  see  their  country  deluged  by  superstition,  am 
a  continuance  of  the  shameful  scenes  which  have  been  lateh 
enacted,  would  consent  that  all  connexion  between  Churcl 
and  State,  however  hitherto  dear,  very  dear  to  their  hearts 
should  be  at  once  and  for  ever  cut  off.*  But  it  is  manifesi 
that  the  great  majority  are  not  of  this  opinion.  The 
mass  of  the  nation  are  still  decidedly  and  firmly  attached  t( 
its  ancient  institutions,  and  the  feelings  and  habits  of  a  natioE 
cannot  be  changed  in  a  day.  It  is  clear  therefore,  that  if  a  union 
between  the  evangelical  party  in  the  Church  and  evangelical 
Dissenters  be  desirable,  and  mutual  concession  be  needed  to 
effect  it,  that  concession  (upon  the  point  now  under  con- 
sideration) under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  must  come 
principally  from  the  latter.  "With  you,  brethren,  protestant 
Dissenters  of  Great  Britain,  mainly  depends  the  decision  of 
this  weighty  question  : — shall  the  people  of  God  in  this  country 
agree  to  bury  their  past  differences,  and  unite  in  defence  of 
their  common  faith,  or  shall  they  not  ?  Suffer  me  to  reason 
with  you.      "What  can  you  gain  by  the   overthrow  of  the 

*  It  may,  perhaps,  appear  in  the  end,  that  the  authors  and  abettors  of  the  modern 
innoTations  in  the  Church,  have  produced  effects,  'which  they  in  no  wise  calculated 
upon.  The  result,  for  example,  may  be  such  a  cordial  union  and  understanding 
among  all  true  protestants  as  that  I  am  now  pleading  for.  Docs  the  prospect  please 
them? 
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Established  Church,  supposing  your  ejfforts  to  that  effect  should 
•rove  successful  ?   Your  own  principles  forbid  you  to  think  of 
jiy  other  denomination  being  elevated  into  the  vacant  post, 
!Ven  if  your  mutual  dissensions  would  permit  such  a  consum- 
nation.     You  already  enjoy  all  that  your  fathers  ever  conten- 
ied  for,  and  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  worship   God  where, 
^when,  and  how  you  please.     What  therefore,  I  repeat,  can 
you  gain  by  the  downfall  of  the   establishment  ?     So  far  as  I 
can  see,  you  would  gain  nothing  but  exemption  from  certain 
charges  which  are  obnoxious  to  you,  whether  justly  or  not,  is 
»t  now  the  question.     O  brethren,  partakers  of  the  heavenly 
calling,  and  all  ye  among  the  dissenting  communities  of  Great 
•'Britain,  who  fear  God,  beware  (and  believe  me,  I  speak  in  no 
unfriendly  spirit)  how,  in  the  great  strife  which  is  approaching, 
•  you  be  found  warring  for  the  mammon  of  unrighteousness, 
and  separated  from  your  brethren  by  a  wall,  not  in  reality  of 
creeds  and  articles,  but,  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.     He- 
i  member,  that  even  in  the  case  of  an  illegal  tax,  our  Divine  Re- 
deemer, at  the  same  time  that  he  exposed  its  injustice,  yet  com- 
manded his  disciple  to  pay  it,   "  lest  we  should  offend  them  ;" 
and' wrought  a  miracle  to  enable  him  to  do  so.     Bethink  you 
also  that  the  inspired  apostle  also  expressly  enjoins  us  to  pay 
"  tribute  to  whom  tribute  is  due,  custom  to  whom  custom, 
honour  to  whom  honour  ;"  and  if  this  was  the  duty  of  Christ- 
ians under  a  heathen  government,  and  in  times  of  cruel  and 
bloody  persecution,  I  appeal  to  your  Christian  feeling,  your 
good  sense,  and  your  calm  reflection,  is  it  so  great  a  hardship 
that  you  should  be  called  on  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  an 
institution,  in  the  leading  doctrines  of  which  you  cordially 
agree  ?     O  brethren,  the  Christian,  especially  in  '^  perilous 
times"   like  the  present,  should  be  above  all  mere  pecuniary 
considerations.     He  should  be  a  man  of  exalted  mind,  free 
from  narrow  bigotry,  and  far  removed  above  even  the  impu- 
tation of  "  the  love  of  money,  which  is  the  root  of  all  evil." 
I  know  and  believe  most  firmly  that,  as  a  body,  you  are 
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wholly  free  from  and  incapable  of  being  actuated  by  any  sue 
unworthy  motives.  I  most  fully  acquit  you  of  any  such  charge 
but,  brethren,  the  Christian  should  not  only  be  careful  t 
avoid  evil,  but  even  "the  appearance  of  evil,"  and  assuredly 
your  speeches  and  writings  too  often  sound  as  if  you  wer< 
contending  only  or  chiefly  for  the   "  unrighteous  mammon." 

If  you  must  oppose  church  rates  and  such  like  imposts 
let  it  be  more  clearly  apparent  that  it  is  not  the  money,  bu 
the  principle  involved  in  its  payment  for  which  you  strive 
But,  I  cannot  help  adding  my  conviction  of  how  much  mor( 
dignified  and  becoming  your  Christian  profession  it  woulc 
be — how  much  more  noble,  and,  I  will  add,  how  much  more 
likely  to  gain  the  end  you  have  in  view,  viz.  the  abolition  oj 
such  imposts — if,  when  they  are  demanded,  you  were  to  say. 
"  we  conscientiously  object  to  the  purposes  to  which  this 
money  is  to  be  applied,  nevertheless,  for  peace  sake  we  pay 
it ;  and  we  even  pay  it  cheerfully,  thankful  to  God,  that  at  so 
small  a  cost  as  this,  we  have  the  privilege  of  enjoying  that 
first  of  all  earthly  blessings — civil  and  religious  liberty." 
Well  do  I  know  that  these  observations  will  irritate  and  dis- 
please the  hot  and  the  violent  on  both  sides,  but  those  that 
fear  God,  and  with  whom  is  "  the  secret  of  the  Lord,"  to 
whom  alone  I  address  myself,  will  ponder  them  in  their  hearts, 
and  to  that  tribunal  I  refer  them. 

To  return  now  from  this  digression;  it  appears  to  me, 
brethren,  that  if  you  are  disposed  to  act  with  magnanimity 
and  forbearance,  and  in  a  friendly  spirit,  two  courses  are  open 
to  you ;  either, 

1st.  You  may  join  with  those  in  the  communion  of  the 
Church  of  England,  who  are  fervently  desirous  of  such  a 
reform,  in  purging  it  of  those  internal  disorders  which 
threaten  its  destruction  ;  in  effecting  a  thorough  purification 
of  its  formularies  ;  expunging  from  them  all  that  savours  in 
the  remotest  degree  of  popish  superstition,  all  that  is  need- 
lessly hurtful  and  galling  to  tender  consciences ;  in  giving 
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ecision  to  its  requirements,  such  as  may  preclude  the  recur - 
nee  of  such  disgraceful  scenes  as  every  friend,  not  merely  of 
.e  Church  of  England,  but  of  '^  true  and  undefiled  religion," 
ust  deeply  lament ;  and  in  infusing  into  it  so  much  of  a 
opular  spirit  (which  might  readily  be  done)  as,  without 
3stroying  the  nice  equilibrium  which  provides  for  the  inde- 
mdence  of  its  ministers,  may  render  it  more  acceptable  to  the 
3ople  at  large,  and  such  as  you  yourselves  can  conscientiously 
aite  with.  But  if  this  may  not  be,  then — 
2nd.     Let  regard  for  our  common  faith  influence  you,  at 

I  east,  to  suspend  your  hostilities  for  the  present,  until  these 
tireatening  clouds  have  passed  away.  If  you  will  not  help 
s,  leave  us  at  least  unmolested  for  a  season,  and  at  liberty  to 
rush,  if  so  be  we  can,  the  treacherous  foe  which  has  raised  its 
ead  within  our  own  walls.  Wait,  I  say,  till  better  times  shall 
saye  come,  and  then  renew  the  contest  if  you  should  feel  so 
isposed. 

2,  Much  of  what  has  been  said  upon  this  ground  of 
iyersity — which  is  the  great  stumbling  block  and  hindrance 
3  a  cordial  agreement — will  apply  to  the  others  also, 
specially  to  discipline  and  ceremonies.  As  to  the  former,  I 
lo  most  sincerely  and  conscientiously  believe,  in  common 
dth  all  my  brethren  of  the  Church  of  England,  that  the  form 
if  church  government  by  "bishops,"  or  "overseers,"  (call 
hem  which  you  please)  is,  when  well  regulated,  both  the 
uost  consonant  to  Scripture,  to  ancient  practice,  and  also  best 
uited  to  human  society  in  its  present  condition.  But  it  is 
^uite  absurd  to  say  that  episcopacy,  as  we  understand  it,  is 
commanded  in  the  Bible  to  be  of  universal  obligation,  and  so 
mperatively  enjoined  as  that  it  ought  to  be  received  of  all 
men  as  an  article  of  faith.  If  it  were  so,  and  that  it  were 
divinely  appointed  as  the  only  legitimate  mode  of  church 
government,  than  which  it  is  not  lawful,  without  deadly  sin, 
to  adopt  any  other — which  is  the  position  of  our  ultra-high 
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Churchmen — then  should  we  find  it  as  plainly  and  distinctl 
enjoined  in  Scripture  as  baptism,  or  the  Lord's  suppe 
But  what  is  really  the  case  ?  "We  have  only  a  fe 
incidental  expressions  and  admonitions  of  St.  Paul,  fro] 
which,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  uniform  practice  of  tl 
ancient  church,  it  has  been  inferred — and  I  think  justly — th; 
episcopacy  is  sanctioned  by  apostolic  authority.  But  it  is  or 
thing  to  allege  that  a  practice  has  the  sanction  of  apostol: 
usage,  and  quite  another  thing  to  assert  that  it  is  imperativei 
commanded.  Now  this  latter  it  most  assuredly  is  not,  and 
would  desire  no  better  proof  than  the  huge  folios  which  ha^ 
been  written  upon  the  subject,  both  for  and  against ;  wherea 
if  it  were  expressly  revealed,  every  man  of  common  sens 
must  see  that  the  whole  matter  might  be  settled  by  a  simpj 
reference  to  texts  of  Scripture.  If  then,  brethren,  the  Hoi 
Spirit  has  not  seen  fit  to  enjoin  imperatively  any  particuli 
mode  of  church  government  to  the  absolute  exclusion  of  a 
others,  but  has  left  it  as  a  matter  to  be  settled  according  1 
circumstances,  place,  and  time — providing  only  "  that  a 
things  be  done  decently  and  in  order" — let  us  not  seek  to  I 
wiser  than  God,  nor  presume  to  draw  the  cords  tiffht  whic 
he  has  been  pleased  to  leave  slack.  Neither  has  the  Chuicl 
man  any  right  to  put  out  of  the  pale  of  salvation  all  who  do  nc 
bow  to  episcopal  authority,  nor  has  the  Dissenter  any  right  1 
revile  that  institution  as  the  invention  of  cunning  and  ambitioi 
men,  to  "  lord  it  over  God's  heritage,"  however  it  may,  : 
various  times,  have  been  so  abused  and  perverted. 

O  when  will  the  people  of  God  learn  to  cherish  and  to  prac 
tise  that  true  charity,  which,  while  in  its  uncompromisin 
defence  of  all  the  essentials  of  Christian  truth  it  is  firm  as  tb 
rock  against  which  ocean's  waves  dash  and  foam  in  vain,  i 
to  all  those  which  are  indifferent  and  undetermined,  is  fre 
and  open,  and  expansive  as  the  air  of  heaven !  Would  t 
God,  brethren,  we  all  had  that  lesson  of  the  aged  apostle  mor 
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ieplj  engraven  upon  our  hearts — "  Little  children,  love  one 


iOther.*" 


8.  Upon  the  subject  of  rites  and  ceremonies  little  need  be 
id ;  for  what  has  been  advanced  respecting  the  other  two 
'ounds  of  diversity,  will  apply  equally  to  this.  They  are 
early  matters  of  indifference,  upon  which  the  Scripture  has 
4d  down  no  determinate  rule,  but  which  each  Christian 
^^mmunity  is  at  liberty  to  regulate  according  to  circumstances, 
•ovided  only  it  "  ordain  nothing  repugnant  to  the  word  of 
od  j"  a  liberty,  which  is  fully  recognized  by  the  Church  of 
ngland.  Being  matters  in  themselves  indifferent,  no  well- 
^sposed  sensible  Christian  will  ever  give  them  an  importance 
hich  they  do  not  deserve,  by  making  them  a  subject  of 
abate  and  strife  with  his  brethren.  But  if  any  think  ether- 
ise, my  limits  preclude  me  from  arguing  the  question.  I 
•jsten  to  the  last  of  the  four  great  subjects  of  difference, 
3ing  that  which  has  produced  the  most  heat  and  animosity  in 
le  present  day,  I  mean — 

4.  Apostolical  Succession.  This  may  briefly  be  defined 
I  the  words  of  Archbishop  Whateley,  in  his  admirable  work 
•a  the  Kingdom  of  Christf  to  be  "  the  doctrine  that  no  one 
'.  a  member  of  Christ's  church,  and  an  heir  of  the  covenanted 
ospel  promises,  who  is  not  under  a  ministry  ordained  by 
ishops  descended  in  an  unbroken  chain  from  the  apostles." 
^ow  if  this  doctrine  be  true,  then  assuredly  are  Dissenters  in 
a  evil  case,  and  the  breach  between  us  and  them  is  indeed 

•It is  worthy  of  being  most  attentively  noted,  what  a  beautiful  example  the  apostle 
ohn  affords  both  of  Christian  zeal  and  Christian  love.  The  same  apostle  who  so  fer- 
ently  and  constantly  inculcated  the  above  heavenly  precept,  could  also,  when  essential 
ruth  was  at  stake,  give  such  a  command  as  this — "  If  there  come  any  unto  you,  and 
ring  not  this  doctrine,  receive  him  not  into  your  house,  neither  bid  him  God  speed, 
'or  he  that  biddeth  him  God  speed,  is  a  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds."     2  John  10,  11. 

♦  This  work  has  reached  a  third  edition,  and  has  been  translated  into  French  (I 
>€lieve  also  into  German,  but  am  not  certain)  yet  it  has  never  been  answered — at 
east,  no  answer,  if  such  has  ever  been  attempted,  has  gained  any  publicity — the 
tlain  inference  from  which  facts  is  that  its  arguments  are  unanswerable. 
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utterly  irreconcileable ;  but  a  moment's  consideration  "wil 
convince  any  but  those  who  are  wilfully  blind,  that  the  doc 
trine  of  apostolical  succession  rests  upon  a  sandy  foundation 
The  question  may  be  submitted  to  a  very  simple  test,  and  t< 
make  the  matter  as  clear  as  possible,  I  shall  throw  my  remark 
into  a  conversational  form.  We  will  suppose  the  parties  t 
be  a  plain  country  farmer,  and  a  newly-ordained  minister  o 
the  tractarian  school : — 

Farmer  A.     Good  morning,  sir;  I  hope  I  don't  intrude. 

Minister.     O  by  no  means,  Mr.  A.     I  am  very  happy  to  see  you 
what  can  I  do  for  you  ? 

Far.     I  have  come  to  seek  your  counsel  and  instruction  upon 
matter  which  has  greatly  harassed  my  poor  mind  of  late. 

Min.     What  may  it  be  ? 

Far.     I  have  been  sadly  troubled  with  fears  and  doubts  about  m 
salvation,  and  I  have  come  to  you,  sir,  to  resolve  them. 

Min.  You  have  done  wisely,  very  msely,  and  like  a  dutiful  son  c 
holy  church.  Her  duly  ordained  ministers  are  the  sole  dispetisers^  c 
the  rich  blessings  she  has  treasm-ed  up  for  her  children.  To  us  sb 
has  committed  the  power  of  admitting  or  excluding  from  the  kingdoi 
of  heaven.  By  us  you  are  at  first  admitted  into  the  "  congregatio 
of  Christ's  flock;"  from  our  hands  only  can  you  receive  the  "  tru 
body  and  .blood  of  the  Lord,"  and  by  our  absolution  only  can  you  b 
reinstated  in  the  privileges  of  the  church,  if  you  should  have  faJle 
from  baptismal  gi'ace.  You  have  done  well  in  commg  to  me,  and 
am  glad  you  did  not  go  to  that  conventicle  over  the  way,  to  thi 
"  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing,"  who  pretends,  forsooth,  to  be  a  "  preach* 
of  the  gospel,"  but  whose  only  purpose  in  coming  here  was  to  so 
dissension  in  my  parish.  O  that  the  good  old  laws  against  non-coi 
formity  were  still  in  force  !  I'd  soon  put  a  stop  to  his  methodisticj 
ranting.  But  by  the  by,  Mr.  A.  can  you  tell  me  what  has  become  ( 
my  congregation  ?     Where  there  used  to  be  such  crowds  that  the 


•  It  would  be  foreign  to  the  design  of  this  address  to  incumber  it  with  proofs  ar 
references ;  otherwise  it  would  be  easy  to  confirm  every  word  uttered  by  "  the  Mil 
ister,"  as  well  as  every  allusion  in  this  conversation,  by  multiplied  quotations  firoi 
Tractarian  works,  and  the  records  of  passing  events. 


ould  hardly  find  standing  room,  I  counted  last  Sunday  only  three 

Id  women,  besides  yourself  and  family. 

Far.  Why,  sir,  I'm  loath  to  tell  you,  but  the  truth  is,  they  have 
U  gone  to  the  new  meeting  house  over  the  way,  which  you  just  now 
ailed  a  conventicle, 

Min.  You  astonish  me !  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  persons 
ould  be  so  infatuated.  How  they  could  have  been  guilty  of  such  a 
.tep,  after  the  many  solemn  warnings  I  have  so  repeatedly  given 
hem,  surprises  me  beyond  measure.  Why,  for  the  last  sh:  weeks, 
[  think,  I  have  regulai'ly  preached  every  Sunday  upon  the  sin  and 
Umger  of  schism. 

Far.  Indeed  you  did,  sir,  and  my  poor  wife  was  all  as  one  as 
rightened  into  fits  lest  she  might  some  day  or  other  fall  into  that 
jaine  terrible  pit  you  talked  so  much  about  last  Sunday. 

Min.  (Hurriedly  pacing  tip  and  down  the  room)  I  don't  know 
what  to  do !  I'll  write  to  the  bishop !  Ill  have  matins  and  vespei*s 
regularly  from  this  day  forth  !  I'll  put  another  pair  of  candles  on 
ithe  altar !  What  a  shame  it  is  we  are  not  allowed  to  Light  them ! 
But  I  beg  your  pardon,  Mr.  A —  all  this  time  we  are  forgetting  your 
business ;  pray  be  seated ;  (Farmer  A —  seeing  his  minister  so  agitated 
had  risen  to  depart)  I  repeat  you  have  done  well  in  applying  to  your 
only  legitimate  pastor,  who  alone  in  this  parish  has  power  to  "  bind 
and  loose."  Come  then,  unburthen  your  mind  to  me  as  to  a  lineal 
descendant  and  successor  of  the  apostles. 

Far.  That,  su%  is  the  very  point  I'm  come  to  talk  to  you  about ; 
and  I  want  to  know  if  you  will  be  good  enough  to  let  me  put  a  few 
questions  to  you. 

Min.     By  all  means ;  go  on ;  I  am  quite  ready  to  hear  you. 

Far.  Well,  sir,  you  said  in  your  sermon  last  Sunday,  that  no  one 
is  a  member  of  Christ's  church  unless  he  is  under  a  minister  ordained 
by  bishops  descended  in  an  unbroken  chain  from  the  apostles. . 

Min.  Very  true ;  nothing  can  be  more  certain  ;  and  I  am  glad  to 
find  you  have  so  good  a  memory. 

Far.  And  that  all  who  were  not  under  a  duly  ordained  minister 
were  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  peril ;  and  that  though  you  would  not 
pronounce  their  doom,  you  must  leave  them  to  the  "  uncovenanted 
mercies  of  God." 


Min.     Undoubtedly  I  did. 

Far.  That  is,  as  I  take  it,  that  there  is  no  hope  for  them,  bt 
they  must  inevitably  be  damned. 

Min.     I  am  afraid  you  speak  but  too  truly. 

Far.  You  told  us  also  that  if  a  single  link  in  the  chain  of  aposto 
ical  succession  were  broken,  the  whole  would  be  good  for  nothing. 

Min.     I  did. 

Far.  That  is,  I  suppose,  all  the  virtue  that  was  coming  dow 
straight  from  the  apostles  oozes  out  of  the  broken  Imk. 

Min.  Why  the  thought  is  rather  quaint  certainly ;  neverthelefc 
it  is  substantially  correct ;  but  I  cannot  imagine  what  you  are  drivin 
at  Mr.  A —  pray  go  on. 

Far.  Then  if  any  one  of  the  bishops  in  that  chain  should  happe 
to  have  been  irregularly  consecrated,  or  if  there  was  any  thing  defec 
tive  in  his  first  admission  into  orders,  I  suppose  all  his  acts  woul 
be  null  and  void. 

Min.     Unquestionably. 

Fc^.  But  if  one  of  those  bishops  should  happen  never  to  liav 
been  baptized — or  baptized  by  some  one  who  had  not  lawful  authorit 
— or  if  he  was  not  baptized  in  proper  form — ^what  then  would  be  th 
consequence  ? 

Min.  In  that  case  also  the  succession  would  have  been  fatall 
interrupted — but  I  really  wish  Mr.  A —  you  would  come  to  th 
point. 

Far.  One  more  question,  sir,  and  I  will.  Am  I  to  understan 
that  my  soul  s  salvation  depends  upon  your  being  a  lineal  descendan 
of  the  apostles  ? 

Min.  Without  doubt  it  does ;  because  if  I  be  not,  I  have  n 
power  to  administer  to  you  the  "  awful  mysteries,"  or  to  give  yoi 
absolution,  without  which  you  cannot  be  saved. 

Far.  Then,  sir,  I  must  trouble  you  to  show  me  your  pedigree  ;— 
{minister  being  a  scion  of  the  aiistocracy,  forthwith  opens  his  desk  am 
takes  out  a  richly  emblazoned  scroll  of  parchment.)  O  not  that,  sir 
not  that ;  I  mean  your  spiritual  pedigree.  I  want  to  know  by  wha 
bishop  you  were  ordained,  and  who  consecrated  that  bishop,  and  wha 
authority  he  had  to  consecrate  him,  and  whether  all  things  pertaining 
to  the  due  celebmtion  of  that  ordinance  were  duly  performed.     Anc 
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en,  sir,  I  want  to  know  all  about  that  bishop  who  was  thus  your 

iritual  gi-andfather,  and  then  all  about  his  spiritual  father,  and  so 

I  up  to  the  individual  apostle  from  whom  you  derive  your  title. 

at  that  is  not  all,  sir,  I  want  to  know  who  baptized  you,  and  what 

ght  he  had  to  baptize  you,  and  whether  he  baptized  you  properly  ; 

id  then  who  ordained  him  and  what  right  he  had  to  ordain  him,  and 

ho  consecrated  the  bishop  that  ordained  him  and  what  right  he  had 

>  consecmte  him,  and  whether  he  consecrated  him  properly,  and  so 

1  up  to  the  days  of  the  apostles.     And  then,  sir,  I  want  to  know 

ho  baptized  the  bishop  that  ordained  you ;  and  who  ordained  the 

riest,  that  baptized  the  bishop,  that  ordained  you,  and  what  authority 

e  had  to  ordain  him,  and  so  on  up  to  the  apostles.     In  short,  sir,  I 

lUSt  have  the  spiritual  pedigree  of  every  one  who  was  in  any  way 

onnected  both  with  your  baptism  and  your  ordination.     Upo7i  your 

im  showing  all  these  steps  are  necessary,  for  if  a  single  link  be 

■ranting,  all  your  ministerial  acts  are  null  and  void,  and  so  my  poor 

oul  must  suffer  for  it.     As  you  speak  so   confidently,  I  take  it  you 

ifiTe  all  the  documents  by  you  ready  to  show  to  any  one  who  asks 

'OU.     I'm  a  plain  man,  sir,  and  have  not  much  learning,  but  I'm  an 

JlngUshman,  and  never  yet,  at  fair  or  market,  did  I  take  anything  for 

granted ;  much  less  will  I  do  so  now  in  a  matter  of  so  much  more  value 

ban  all  the  com  and  cattle  in  the  world.     For,  as  the  minister  who 

vas  before  you,  sir,  used  to  tell  us,  '*  What  will  it  profit  a  man  if  he 

hould  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his  own  soul  ?"     I  must  have 

Droof,  sir,  undeniable  proof,   of  the  soundness  of  every  link  in  the 

ihain  that  connects  you  with  the  apostles,  and  if  you  fail  in  a  single 

tem  of  your  proof,  then  I  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that  I  will  not 

trust  my  soul  to  your  guidance. 

'  Now''  to  adopt  the  words  of  Dr.  "Whately,  "  there  is  not 
a  minister  in  all  Christendom"  who  could  do  this,  i.  e.  "  who 
is  able  to  trace  up  with  any  approach  to  certainty  his  own 
spiritual  pedigree.  The  sacramental  virtue  dependent  on 
the  imposition  of  hands,  with  a  due  observance  of  apostolical 
usages,  by  a  bishop,  himself  duly  consecrated,  after  having 
been  in  like  manner  baptized  into  the  church,  and  ordained 
deacon  and  priest — this  sacramental  virtue,  if  a  single  link  of 
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the  chain  be  faulty,  must,  on  the  above  principles,  be  utterl 
nullified  ever  after,  in  respect  of  all  the  links  that  hang  o 
that  one.  For  if  a  bishop  has  not  been  duly  consecrated,  c 
had  not  been,  previously,  rightly  ordained,  his  ordinatior 
are  null;  and  so  are  the  ministrations  of  those  ordained  b 
him ;  and  their  ordination  of  others :  and  so  on  without  en( 
The  poisonous  taint  of  informality,  if  it  once  creep  in  und( 
tected,  will  spread  the  infection  of  nullity  to  an  indefinite  an 
irremediable  extent.^^* 

What  then  is  this  much  vaunted  apostolical  succession 
It  is  a  fiction ;  a  mere  pretence  on  which  to  build  the  might 
fabric  of  spiritual  despotism ;  an  excuse  for  priestly  arrogance 
a  mirage  of  the  desert,  imposing  at  a  distance,  but  yanishin 
upon  closer  inspection ;  an  apple  of  Sodom — beautiful  to  th 
eye — but  turning  to  ashes  under  the  teeth;  a  phosphori 
meteor  dancing  o'er  the  grave  of  buried  superstition;  i 
plain  terms  it  is  a  lie — a  gross  he,  and  yet  a  lie  so  thin  an 
palpable  that  a  child  in  understanding  can  see  through  i 
And  what  then  becomes  of  all  the  lofty,  high-sounding  pre 
tensions  which  are  founded  upon  this  lie  ?  Crumbled  int 
dust  at  the  grasp  of  common  sense — 

"  And,  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision, 
Left  not  a  wreck  behind." 

Nothing  need  be  added  to  show  that  apostolical  successio 
is  no  bar  to  that  holy  and  blessed  unionf  of  all  true  ChristiaD 
for  which  I  am  pleading,  than  the  fact,  that  the  Church  c 
England  makes  no  such  pretension.     There  is  not  a  word,  nc 

»  See  Appendix  B. 

+  Union  not  Uniformity.  The  former  is  possible  and  most  desirable ;  the  latU 
is,  in  man's  present  state,  neither  possible  nor  desirable.  The  history  of  the  worl 
does  not  perhaps  afford  a  more  odious  act  of  tyranny,  than  the  attempt  to  enfon 
uniformity  of  faith  and  worship  indiscriminately  on  all  the  citizens  of  this  fit 
country.  (Of  course  the  enforcing  uniformity  from  those  who  have  voluntarii 
promised  it  is  a  totally  different  question.)  The  cruel  persecutions  which  have  take 
place  under  the  act  of  uniformity,  are  more  inexcusable  than  those  of  popery.  S» 
Appendix  C. 
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syllable  of  any  such  extravagant  and  monstrous  claim  in  any 

.  ne  of  her  authorized  formularies.     The  only  specific  decla- 

ation  upon  the  subject  of  the  ministry  is  contained  in  the 

:3rd  Article,  which  treats  "  of  ministering  in  the  congrega- 

ion/'  and  is  as  follows  : — 

"  It  is  not  lawful  for  any  man  to  take  upon  him  the  office  of  public 
)reaching,  or  ministering  the  sacraments  in  the  congregation,  before 
16  be  lawfully  called,  and  sent  to  execute  the  same.  And  those  we 
mght  to  judge  lawfully  called  and  sent,  which  be  chosen  and  called 
X)  this  work  by  men  who  have  public  authority  given  unto  them  in 
Jie  congregation,  to  call  and  send  ministers  into  the  Lord's  vineyard." 

He  must  be  captious  indeed,  who  could  quarrel  with  the 
•justice  and  propriety  of  this  rule  ;  and  lynx-eyed  indeed  who 
•could  discover  in  it  any  trace  of  the  doctrine  of  apostolical 
succession. 

I  have  now  shown,  brethren,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  so 
'far  as  space  and  time  permitted,  that  there  are  no  less  than 
seventeen  essential,  fundamental  articles  of  the  Christian 
feith  in  which  all  true  Christians  are  agreed;  whereas  the 
P  grounds  of  diversity  are  only  four,  on  not  one  of  which  has 
it  pleased  God  to  lay  down  any  precise  and  definite  rule, 
which  should  entitle  any  party  to  say  to  their  brethren  "  we 
are  infallibly  right,  and  you  are  in  error."  A  little  common 
sense,  and  the  exercise  of  that  Christian  charity,  which 
"  beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things, 
endureth  all  things,"  might  yet  heal  our  unhappy  divisions,  at 
least  so  far  that  we  should  agree  to  differ,  and,  "forbearing  one 
another  in  love,"  pass  the  few  remaining  years  of  our  earthly 
pilgrimage,  if  not  in  fellowship,  at  least  in  peace. 

Now  this  leads  me  to  the  second  division  of  my  subject, 
the  second  cause  of  disunion  in  the  Church  of  Christ — which 
is  this — 

II.  That  not  only  axe  Christians  disposed  to  underrate  the 
points  in  which  they  agree,  and  to  magnify  those  in  which 
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they  differ,  hut  they  are  prone  to  speak  with  bitterness  ' 
with  shameful  acrimony  of  each  other. 

I  speak  not  now  of  the  private  quarrels  of  either  Churchme 
or  Dissenters  among  themselves;  with  that  subject  I  hav 
nothing  to  do,  no  remark  to  make,  other  than  that  it  afford 
an  evidence  of  the  low  ebb  to  which  practical  Christianity  ha 
sunk  in  these  latter  days.  I  purpose  only  to  consider  th 
question  as  between  the  Established  Church  and  the  gres 
body  of  Protestant  Dissenters. 

Brethren,  it  would  be  a  difficult  and  an  invidious  task  t 
say  which  side  has  been  most  to  blame  in  this  matter.  Bu 
this  much  I  will  say  that,  inasmuch  as  we  of  the  Nations 
Church  enjoy  an  entire  monopoly  of  all  worldly  advantages 
and  are  placed  in  the  most  favourable,  the  most  independent 
and,  in  every  respect,  the  most  eligible  position,  we  ought  t«  - 
show  the  greater  forbearance,  and  to  set  an  example  o 
patience,  meekness,  and  gentleness.  I  now  addiess  mysel 
therefore  chiefly  to  those  who  are  partakers  with  me  of  sucl 
great  and  signal  advantages ;  and  it  is  my  desire  to  do  so  witl 
the  utmost  moderation  consistent  with  truth,  as  well  as  witl 
the  most  unaffected  humility.  I  protest,  brethi-en,  I  enter  oi 
this  part  of  my  subject  with  fear  and  trembling.  Twenty 
times  have  I  felt  inclined  to  throw  do^vn  my  pen  and  relin 
quish  the  dangerous  and  invidious  task — ^but,  a  convictioi 
that  we  have  at  length  arrived  at  that  crisis  when  some  ow( 
must  begin  to  speak  out  what  are  the  secret  sentiments  o 
many,  compels  me  to  proceed. 

Brethren,  we  are  accustomed  to  speak,  and  write,  and  think  o1 
dissent  as  wholly  inexcusable,  and  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
many  and  cogent  arguments  which  are  urged  in  support  oJ 
that  opmion  ;  but  I  would  respectfully  ask  you  one  thing,  and 
entreat  a  candid  answer.  Before  we  can  be  entitled  to  drive 
these  arguments  home  to  their  legitimate  conclusion,  is  it  not 
incumbent  on  us  to  show  that  the  Chuixh  of  England  has  ful- 
filled her  mission  y     That  she  has  in  every  respect,  and  in 
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■ery  parish  faithfully  and  efficiently  discharged  her  duty  ? 
at  she  has  at  all  times,  and  in  every  one  of  her  churches, 
id  by  every  one  of  her  ministers,  fully  preached  the  ever- 
>  sting  gospel  ?  that  she  has  fed  her  people  with  the  bread  of 
fe,  "  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth"  and  giving  to  them 
their  portion  of  meat  in  due  season  ?"     If  this  were  so,  then 
'Oidd  I  admit,  to  their  fullest  extent,  the  validity  of  the  argu- 
ments  that    are   urged  against    dissent — only  venturing    to 
dd  that  in  that  case  we  should  have  really  no   dissent,  or 
.othing  worth  mentioning  to  contend  with.     But  where  is 
le  man  so  blinded  by   bigotry  and  party  spirit — ^where  at 
jast  is  the  spiritually  minded  Christian,  w  ho  will  venture  to 
laintain  the  affirmative  ?     Alas,  brethren,  instead  of  acting 
;be  part  of  the  silly  bird,  who  when  its  head  is  covered,  fan- 
•ies  that  all  is  safe — instead  of  drowning  the  voice  of  remon- 
trance  with  loud  and  triumphant  shouts  of  *'  the  temple  of 
lie  Lord  are  we,"  would  it  not  be  wiser  and  more  prudent 
olook  the  difficulties  of  our  present  position  straight  in  the 
»ace,  and  to  see  things  as  they  are,  that  so  we  may,  if  possible, 
Apply  the  remedy  ? 
I  will  ask  therefore  of  those  who  are  loudest  in  their  invec- 
I'ives  against  dissent  this  simple  question ; — is  not  the  Church 
I  herself,    or   rather    those   who    have    been    entrusted    with 
her  management,   and  the    development   of  her  principles, 
chargeable    with    much,    if     not   the   greater    part   of    the 
dissent  of    which  we   complain?     I  anticipate  a  loud  and 
angry  No  !     But  let  us  come  to  the  point :  I  pass  over  for- 
mer times  when  the  Church  of  England,  having  but  just  cast 
off  the  shackles  of  Popery,  retained  still  too  much  of  its  in- 
tolerant spirit.     I  will  not   dwell  upon   the  celebrated  con- 
ferences at  Hampton  Court  between  James  I.  and  the  Puritans, 
the  result  of  which  was  that  three  hundred  clergymen  were 
driven  from  their  livings  to  poverty,  some  to  wander  in  foreign 
lands,  some  to  suffer,  with  their  wives  and  children,  absolute 
want  at  home  ;  ostensibly  because  they  would  not  conform 
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to  the  ordinances  of  the  Church,  but  in  reality  because  the 
they  knew  not  how  to  oringe  and  fawn  upon  the  royal  tyran 
Neither  will  I  dwell  upon  the  persecutions  of  that  arch-jesui 
Laud,  whose  example  some  in  our  day  seem  so  desirous  of  em 
ulating — nor  more  than  briefly  glance  at  the  cruel  and  rigo 
rous  enforcement  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity  in  the  days  o 
Charles  II.  when,  in  one  day,  (and  that  St.  Bartholomew's  !* 
two  thousand  ministers,  many  of  them  "men  of  whom  the  worl( 
was  not  worthy"  were  thrust  out  of  their  living.  The  remarl 
of  Bishop  Burnet  on  this  transaction  are  so  worthy  of  note 
in  close  connexion  with  the  proposed  question,  that  I  shal 
quote  them,  but  without  comment,  only  requesting  the  reade: 
to  ponder  carefully  the  passage  in  italics  : — 

"  This  raised  a  grievous  outcry  over  the  nation Som( 

few,  and  but  few,  of  the  episcopal  party  were  troubled  at  thi; 
severity,  or  apprehensive  of  the  veiy  ill  effects  it  was  likely  U 
have.  Here  were  very  many  men,  much  valued,  some  or 
better  grounds,  and  others  on  worse,  who  were  now  cast  ou 
ignominiously,  reduced  to  great  poverty,  provoked  by  mucl 
spiteful  usage,  and  cast  upon  those  popular  practices  that  botl 
their  principles  and  their  circumstances  seemed  to  justify  "-f 

Passing  by  all  her  previous  history,  I  take  the  period  since 
the  Glorious  Revolution  of  1 688,  when  the  principles  of  toler- 

*  Bumet  says — "  St.  Bartholomew's  day  was  pitched  on,  that,  if  they  were  ther 
deprived,  ihey  should  lose  the  projits  of  the  whole  year,  since  the  tythes  are  torn- 
manly  due  at  Michaelmas.  The  Presbyterians  remembered  what  a  St  Bartholomew'^ 
had  been  held  at  Paris  ninety  years  before,  which  was  the  day  of  that  massacre,  and 
did  not  stick  to  compare  the  one  to  the  other.  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  witb 
the  new  corrections,  was  that  to  which  they  were  to  subscribe ;  but  the  corrections 
were  so  long  a  preparing,  and  the  vast  number  of  copies — above  two  thousand — 
that  were  to  be  wrought  off  for  all  the  parish  churches  of  England,  made  the  impres- 
sion go  on  so  slowly,  that  there  were  few  books  set  out  to  sale  when  the  day  came- 
So,  many  that  were  well  affected  to  the  Church,  but  that  made  conscience  of  subscri- 
bing to  a  book  that  they  had  not  seen,  left  their  benefices  on  that  very  account.  Some 
made  a  journey  to  London  on  purpose  to  see  it.  With  so  much  precipitation  was 
that  matter  driven  on,  that  it  seemed  expected  that  the  clergy  should  subscribe  im- 
jdicitly  to  a  book  they  hud  never  seen.  This  was  done  by  too  many,  as  I  was  infor- 
med by  some  of  the  Bishops."     Own  Time. 

t  See  Appendix  D. 
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tion,  and  of  liberty,  both  civil  and  religious,  began  to  be 
etter  understood ;  and  I  will  now  ask — what  is  the  picture 
/hich  the  national  Church  has,  for  the  greater  part  of  that 
•eriod,  presented  to  the  world  ?  Can  any  impartial  observer 
.f  its  history  help  recognizing  these  three  crying  evils,  which  I 
hall  state  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  and  without  any 
!omment  ? 

1.  Bishops  appointed  by  the  minister  of  the  day  for  mere 
I'Dolitical  reasons — in  too  many  instances  equally  destitute  of 

earning  and  piety — and  with  some  bright  exceptions,  intent 
>3iily  on  their  own  aggrandizement  and  that  of  their 
I  families. 

2.  As  the  inevitable  consequence  of  this  poisoning  of  the 
■stream  at  its  source,  a  pleasure-loving,  worldly-minded 
clergy,  to  whom  the  very  name  of  spiritual  religion  has  been 
a  by-word  of  reproach,  and, 

I.  As  the  natural  result  of  these  two  causes  combined,  the 
general  substitution  in  our  pulpit-ministrations  of  dry  heathen 
morality — of  the  precepts  of  Plato  and  Aristotle  for  the  life- 
giving  doctrines  of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

These,  I  assert,  are  facts;  if  not,  then  let  them  be  disproved, 
and  let  it  be  remembered  that  a  few  or  even  many  instances  of 
individual  piety,  learning,  and  virtue,  will  not  suiSce  when 
the  question  is  concerning  the  character  of  the  age,  and  the 
picture  which  the  Church,  as  a  body,  presented  during  that 
period.  It  is  very  true,  and  I  make  the  admission  with  feel- 
ings of  unfeigned  pleasure,  that  a  very  great  revival  has 
taken  place  of  late  years — that  many,  both  bishops  and  clergy, 
have  arisen,  who  have  been  and  who  are  "  burning  and 
shining  lights  in  the  Church,  and  ensamples  to  the  flock."  But 
admitting  this  cheering  fact,  I  would  simply  ask  these  two 
questions — 

1st.  To  whom  do  we  owe  this  revival?  We  owe  it,  I 
answer,  to  such  men  as  Newton,  Scott,  Cecil,  Rowland  Hill, 
and  though  last  not  least,  those  great  modern  reformers  and 
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apostles,  Whitfield  and  Wesley.  And  how  were  they  treate 
in  their  day  ?  Were  they  not  looked  upon  as  the  "  offscoui 
ing  of  all  things,"  their  very  names  "  cast  out  as  evil,"  an< 
the  two  last  especially — finding  no  place  within  the  Churcl 
in  which  to  carry  on  their  zealous  and  truly  apostoKc  labours 
compelled  to  seek  a  wider  sphere  without  its  walls?  And  wha 
has  been  the  consequence  of  this  most  unwise  rejection  of  sue) 
men  as  Whitfield  and  Wesley  ? — The  secession  I  reply,  of 
vast,  most  respectable,  and  most  powerfully  organized  an< 
united  body,  who,  but  for  that  most  unwise  treatment  of  thai 
leaders,  would  now  be  worshipping  with  us  in  the  bosom  o 
the  Establishment. 

2nd.  If  there  has  been  a  revival  of  true  religion,  I  asl 
again,  if  there  has  not  also  arisen  a  large  party  among  th* 
clergy,  which,  originating  in  one  of  our  Protestant  univer 
sities  has  spread  its  roots  far  and  wide  ;*  whose  avowed  objec 
it  is  to  "recede  more  and  more  from  the  doctrines  of  th( 
Reformation,"  and  to  bring  back  the  Anglican  Church  (a 
they  affectedly  term  it)  to  communion  with  the  see  o 
Rome?  A  party  which  has,  with  shameless  effrontery 
exhibited  such  a  disregard  to  their  most  solemn  engagementsi 


*  There  are  some  who  flatter  themselves  that  Tractarianism  has  not  spread,  a 
least  to  any  great  extent,  in  the  diocese  of  Norwich ;  but  they  are  deceived;  it  is  working 
like  "  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness,"  its  silent,  stealthy  way,  both  amonj 
the  clergy  and  the  laity;  and,  were  it  not  well  known  that  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  i 
opposed  to  it,  would  quickly  show  itself  in  the  same  hateful  form,  and  enact  th' 
same  sad  scenes  here,  as  it  has  lately,  and  is  still  enacting  in  other  parts  of  £nglaD> 
— ^in  Scotland — and  even,  as  late  accounts  have  shewn,  in  Ireland  also,  where  ther 
is  so  much  real,  genuine  popery,  that  one  would  think  people  would  be  less  likel 
to  become  enamoured  with  its  counterfeit.  It  should  be  remembered,  to  his  higher 
praise,  that  of  all  the  English  bishops,  not  one  has  spoken  more  decidedly  agains 
this  pernicious  heresy  than  the  Bishop  of  Norwich  ;  and  that  upon  a  late  occasion 
he  {done,  of  all  who  sit  upon  the  episcopal  bench,  had  the  moral  courage  to  avow  hi 
opposition  to  the  modem  innovators.  This  is  a  fact,  for  which  the  faithful  clerg: 
of  his  diocese  cannot  be  too  thankful. 

f  See  Appendix  D. 


J  really  has  no  parallel  in  the  annals  of  the  world  ?  A  party, 
'hich  has  taken  upon  itself  to  pronounce  sentence  of  eternal 
ondemnation  on  all  who  do  not  belong  to  its  narrow  pale  ? 
''es,  which  has  cooly  handed  over  all  who  do  not  bow  the 
:nee  to  the  Dagon  of  apostolical  succession  which  they  have 
et  up — that  is,  the  whole  Church  of  Scotland,  all  the 
ontinental  Protestant  Churches,  and  the  whole  body  of  the 
*rotestant  Dissenters  of  Great  Britain — '*  to  the  uncovenanted 
aercies  of  God  ?"  What  is  that  but  to  pronounce  upon  them 
Jl,  individually  and  collectively,  the  sentence  of  eternal 
londemnation,  for  there  is  no  mercy  which  is  not  covenanted — 

i'.ll  the  blessings  of  salvation  flow  to  us  alone  through  the 
'  covenanted  mercy"  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  out  of  that 
joyenant  "  God  is  a  consuming  fire  ?"* 

I  ask  now,  if  these  things  be  so,  can  we  altogether  blame 
Kssenters  ?  Are  their  attacks  upon  the  Church  altogether 
without  justification  ?  Are  they  wholly  without  excuse,  and 
•deserving  only  of  reproachful  epithets,  because  they  seek  its 
3verthrow?  Can  we  forget  the  multitude  of  Dissenters 
v^hich  thef  Church  herself,  by  her  unwise  and  intolerant 
conduct  has  made  in  former  days  ?  Are  we  blind  to  the  fact 
that  the  Church  is  at  this  moment  making  Dissenters  as  fast 
as  she  can  ?  Think  you  that  the  laity  will  much  longer 
submit  to  be  trampled  on  as  they  have  been,  and  still  are  in 
many  parts  of  the  kingdom — their  respectful  remonstrances  dis- 

*How  aptly  might  the  words  of  the  apostle  (1  Cor.  v.  2,)  be  applied  in  this  case, 
with  only  a  trifling  alteration  !  These  things  have  been  done  in  the  midst  of  us,  and 
are  doing  before  our  eyes,  "  and  we  are  puffed  up,  and  have  not  rather  mourned,  that 
they  which  have  done  these  deeds  should  be  taken  away  from  among  us."  I  do 
verily  believe  that  this  pernicious  heresy,  (for  so  I  must  call  it,)  has  been  permitted 
to  spring  up  in  the  very  citadel  of  the  Establishment,  as  a  judgment  of  God  upon 
lis  for  our  pride,  and  the  haughty  contempt  with  which  we  have  looked  down 
upon  our  brethren. 

t  1  wish  it  to  be  remembered  that  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  Church  herself,  con- 
sidered in  her  creeds  and  formularies,  but  of  those  who  have  had  the  administration 
of  her  affairs. 


regarded — their  feelings  trifled  with — and  their  earne 
entreaties  hurled  back  upon  them  with  scorn  and  contempi 
Most  assuredly  they  will  not,  and  perhaps  we  are  destined  i 
witness  in  our  day  a  secession  from  the  Church,  compare 
with  which  the  Wesleyan  secession  was  as  nothing  * 

Once  more  allow  me  respectfully  to  propose  a  question  f( 
your  attentive  consideration.  "What  is  a  Christian  man  to  d 
when  the  gospel  is  not  only  not  preached,  but  utterly  pervertei 
reviled  and  overthrown  in  his  parish  church  ?  Suppose  tl 
case  of  a  man  who  fears  God,  and  is  the  father  of  a  fami 
whom  he  desires  to  bring  up  in  "  the  nurture  and  admonitic 
of  the  Lord."  He  has  long  worshipped  in  his  parish  churd 
where,  it  may  be,  he  received  his  first  religious  impression 
and  where  his  soul  has  long  rejoiced  in  the  light  of  gosp^ 
truth.  But,  suddenly,  a  changef  comes  o'er  the  scene  ; 
young  sprig  of  divinity,  fresh  from  Oxford,  comes  to  tal 
charge  of  the  parish,  or  his  old  minister  receives  a  new  ligi 

*  Looking,  therefore,  at  the  prospects  before  us,  according  to  the  calculations 
human  probability,  it  is  not,  perhaps,  too  much  to  say,  in  the  words  of  Bishop  Coop< 
that,  "  if  God  move  not  the  hearts  of  the  chief  rulers  and  governors  to  some  end 
this  schism  and  faction,  which  now  rendeth  in  pieces  the  Church  of  England, 
cannot  be  but  in  short  time,  for  one  recusant  that  now  is  we  shall  have  three. 
Benson  on  the  Rubrics  and  Canons. — p.  41. 

+  The  following  statement  appears  as  a  postscript  to  a  very  seasonable  little  par 
phlet,  entitled  "  A  Letter  to  a  Lay  Friend,"  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Goode,  who  has  been  tl  \ 
author  of  so  many  invaluable  works  on  the  Tractarian  controversy.     Similar  insta  j 
ces  are  every  day  appearing  in  the  newspapers : — "  I  will  just  give  an  instance  (i  \ 
ordinary  one)  which  happens  to  have  been  reported  to  me  while  writing,  by  an  ey 
witness,  of  the  way  in  which  the  present  state  of  things  works.    In  the  parish  of  A- 
the  Church  was  well  attended,  the  most  friendly  feeling  existing  between  tbe  mini: 
ter  and  his  parishioners,  the  Independent  Chapel  shut  up  for  want  of  funds.  Sudden) 
the  minister  betakes  himself  in  his  sermons  to  vehement  abuse  of  the  Dissenters.  Th 
is  succeeded  in  a  little  time  by  the  Church  being  closed  for  a  short  period,  and  wit] 
out  any  vestry  meeting  to  sanction  it,  for  alterations ;   when  re-opened,  the  who  i 
face  of  things  is  changed.     The  pulpit  is  removed  to  give  prominence  to  "  the  altar 
A  platform  is  erected,  at  one   end  of  which  is  placed  an  eagle- stand,  and  so  o 
The  service  is  performed  in  the  usual  ambulatory  style  which  characterizes  such  a 
•"angements,  interspersed  with  the  appropriate  bowings  to  "  the  altar."     The  surpli 


J  "         ^  . 

I   Dm  the  same  quarter.     What  is   the  scene  which  is  now 

•esented  to  his  view,  when  he  takes  his  accustomed  seat  in 

.e  Church,  which  he  and  his  fathers  before  him,  perhaps  for 

any  generations,  have  so  long  frequented?     He   sees  the 

)od    old  communion  tahle  transformed  into  an  altar — be- 

Lzened  out  with  altar  clothes,  and  crosses,  and  velvet,  and 

aid,  and  candles,  and  all  the  paraphernalia  of  popery,  so 

lat  it  no  longer  knows  itself   in  its  unwonted  finery.     He 

jes  perhaps  an  image  of  our  Saviour,  or  a  picture  of  the 

irgin  set  up  in  some  conspicuous  place  above  the  altar,  and, 

*  0  tell  it  not  in  Gath !"  before  this,  whether  the  altar  or  the 

iiage  none  can  tell,  he  sees  his  minister  bowing  and  scraping, 

erhaps    even  kneeling,  and  crossing  himself  all  the  while, 

'^ie  any  papist.     During  the  muttering  of  the  prayers,  (for 

5 hat  is  the  new  style)  he  sees  the  officiating  clergyman  turning 

.ow  to  the  east,  and  now  to  the  west,  more  like  the  fugle-man 

if  a  company  of  soldiers  than  a  discreet  and  sober  minister 

If  the  gospel,  at  one  time  with  his  back,  and  another  with  his 
ace  toward  the  people,  who  sit  gazing  upon  him  in  mournful 
astonishment.  Then  at  sermon  time  he  sees  the  preacher 
iscend  the  pulpit  in  his  surplice — significantly  announcing 
'  lis  claim  to  be  a  sacrificing  priest — and  deliver  a  short  and 
•apid  harangue,  begun  without  prayer,  and  ended  without  a 
Dlessing.  And  of  what  kind  is  the  doctrine  therein  propound- 
3d  ?  Does  he  hear  what  may  edify  his  own  soul,  and  instruct 
the  tender  minds  of  his  little  ones  ?  No  such  thing.  What 
then  does  he  hear?  A  lecture  on  the  sin  and  danger  of 
schism,  or  a  laudation  of  the  sacraments,  or  it  may  be  a  rhap- 
sody taken  from  Chrysostom,  or  some   one   of  the  ancient 

is  assumed  in  the  pulpit,  the  pulpit  rings  with  denunciations  against  the  Dissenters, 
while  suitable  tracts  are  circulated  in  the  parish.  What  is  the  consequence  ?  The 
Church  is  deserted,  the  Independent  Meeting-House  re-opened  with  the  purses  of 
those  who  had  been  before  firm  friends  of  the  Church.  Others  stand  aloof  from  all 
parties  for  the  present ;  too  much  attacTied  to  the  Church  to  join  immediately  any 
other  communion,  and  waiting  with  a  feeling  of  indignant  impatience  to  see  what 
course  will  be  taken  by  the  authorities  of  the  country  with  respect  to  such  proceedings." 

C 
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fethers  upon  the  "  seraphic  virtue"  of  celibacy,  or  the  blessing 
advantages,  and  comforts  of  auricular  confession,  and  far  abo^ 
all  other  subjects,  and  mingled  with  them  all,  the  absolute  ai 
irresponsible  power  of  the  priesthood.  O  is  it  not  sickening  !- 
"what  can  be  more  sickening,"  to  use  the  words  of  M 
Goode,  "  than  to  hear  a  minister,  time  after  time  descanting 
his  congregation  about  obedience  to  the  Church,  and  submi 
sion  to  the  ordinances  of  the  Church,  as  the  very  essence 
Christianity  ?  And  all  this,  in  fact,  too  generally  meai 
obedience  to  himself  as  its  mouthpiece  and  representative.^''* 

The  above  is  not  a  mere  fancy  sketch ;  neither  is  there 
single  circumstance  therein  alluded  to,  which  may  not  be  wi 
nessed  in  many  of  our  churches  in  this  our  day.  The  pictui 
is  not  overcharged  ;  on  the  contrary  it  might,  with  truth,  1 
more  highly  coloured.  Now  I  ask  what  is  a  Christian  mi 
to  do  in  such  a  case  ?  If  he  were  single,  he  might  perhap 
without  injury  to  his  soul,  still  frequent  his  parish  churc 
where,  at  least,  he  must  hear  the  gospel  in  the  pureand  spiritu 
prayers  of  our  service.  But  we  have  supposed  him  to  be  tl 
father  of  a  family,  and  as  such  what  is  he  to  do  ?  I  appeal 
such  of  you,  brethren,  as  know  the  anxieties  of  parental  affe 
tion,  what  would  you  do  under  such  circumstances  1  Woul 
you  go  on  suffering  your  children  to  be  from  day  to  day  ii 
fected  more  and  more  with  the  subtle  poison  of  a  superstitic 
more  deadly  than  the  Upas  ?  Or  rather,  since  your  paris 
church  and  your  parish  minister  no  longer  afforded  you  tl 
''bread  of  life" — if  not  for  your  own,  yet  for  your  children's  sal 
would  you  not  seek  it  elsewhere  ?  At  least,  can  you  blan 
the  man  who  does  ?  If  not,  then  it  is  no  longer  possible 
maintain  that  dissent  and  sin  are  in  evert/  case  convertible  term 

But  I  hasten  from  this  painful  subject  to  dwell  a  little,  i 
conclusion,  upon  the  advantages  of  a  cordial  union  and  unde: 
standing  between  all  the  true  servants  of  God  in  this  countr 
These  are  so  many  and  so  signal,  that  it  would  require  a  sej 

•  "  Letter  to  a  Lay  Friend  "—p.  1 8. 
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ate  volume,  and  not  the  few  concluding  pages  of  an  ephemeral 
act,  to   develope  them  fully.     A  few  brief   remarks   must 
nffice.     Look  then.  Christian  friends  and  brethren — 
1st.     To  the  powerful  effect  which   such   a  visible  union 
ould  have  in  silencing,  if  not  convincing  the  infidel.     His 
ost  potent  weapon  is  ever  drawn  from  the  dissensions  of  the 
hristian  body.     It  is  in  vain  that  we  assert  the  real  unity 
pon  all  essential  points  which  exists  among  us.     Half  of 
lankind  are  incapable  of  looking  beyond  the  surface,  and 
'hen  they  see  professing  Christians  tearing  one  another  like 
lild  beasts,  what  do  they  care  for  an  asserted  hidden  and 
lystical  unity  which  they  can  neither  perceive  nor  understand? 
r  what  answ^er  can  we  make  when  they  tauntingly  exclaim — 
See  how  these  Christians  hate  one  another.''^     But  if  we  could 
0  live  as  to  exhibit  to  the  world  the  lovely  picture  of  brethren, 
hough  differing  on  many  points,  yet  differing  in  a  spirit  of 
\aeekness,  gentleness,  and  forbearance,  ready  to  sympathize 
n  each  other's  joys  and  sorrows,  to  aid  in  distress,  to  comfort 
n  affliction,  to  unite  in  promoting  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
;ause  of  our  common  Redeemer,  then  should  we  extort  from 
he  infidel  the  same  unwilling  testimony  which  was  paid  to 
he  Church  in  the  early  days  of  its  persecutions — "  See  how 
hese  Christians  love  one  another;"  and  who  could  calculate 
:he  effect  which  such  a  sight  would  produce  ? 

2nd.  Look  again  at  the  power  it  would  place  in  our  hands. 
— Suppose  a  minister  of  state  so  infatuated  as  to  attempt  to 
unchristianize  the  country,  either  by  re-introducing  and  estab- 
lishing idolatrous  superstitions,  or  by  openly  patronising 
atheism  and  infidelity.  I  do  not  say  that  such  a  case  is  likely 
to  happen,  but  only  that  it  is  quite  within  the  range  of  possibility 
— what  a  power  would  such  a  union  place  in  our  hands  of 
averting  from  our  beloved  country  so  fearful  a  judgment! 
We  should  approach  him,  not  in  the  tone  of  humble  petition, 
but  of  stern  and  determined  remonstrance.  We  should  say  to 
him  in  the  words  of  our  forefathers  who  nobly  conquered  for 
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us  our  liberties,  "  Nolumus  leges  Anglice  mutarV^  It  is  ou 
will  and  determination  that  Great  Britain  shall  be  and  remaii 
a  Christian  and  a  Protestant  Empire.  Legislate  as  you  please 
or  may  be  able,  about  temporal  matters,  but  beware  of  inter 
fering  with  our  religion ;  meddle  not  with  that  which  yoi 
neither  understand  nor  appreciate  ;  and  if  you  do  not  choos 
to  comply,  then  retire  and  give  place  to  those  who  will.  Nt 
minister  would  dare  to  withstand  the  united  wishes  of  th 
combined  Christian  people  of  Great  Britain.  It  would  b 
all-powerful,  either  for  obtaining  good  or  averting  evil. 

3.  Look  again  at  the  advantages  and  the  power  whic 
such  a  union  would  confer  upon  us,  in  the  great  and  import 
ant  w^ork  of  National  Education. 

Christian  and  Protestant  Brethren,  why  should  we  not  b 
united  upon  that  question?  Agreeing,  as  I  have  endeavoure' 
to  shew  we  do,  in  the  essential  principles  of  Christianity,  wh; 
should  we  not  combine  to  give  to  the  rising  generation  th 
inestimable  boon  of  an  education  based  upon  those  principles 
There  is  nothing,  that  I  know  of,  to  prevent  Protestar 
Churchmen  and  Protestant  Dissenters  from  combining  coi 
dially  in  carrying  out  such  a  system  of  free,  enlightened,  an 
yet  truly  Christian  education,  except  it  be  the  Church  Cate 
chism.  I  have  a  very  sincere  respect  for  the  Church  Cat€ 
chism,  and  consider  it,  when  understood  and  explained  i 
accordance  with  the  other  authorized  standards  of  the  Church 
a  very  sound  and  useful  compendium  of  Christian  doctrim 
I  can  give  no  stronger  proof  of  this,  than  the  fact  that  I  mak 
it  the  basis  of  the  religious  instruction  I  give  to  my  ow: 
children ;  but,  if  the  rising  generation  of  the  poorer  clasae 
are  to  be  let  grow  up  in  ignorance  because  the  Church  Cate 
chism  is  a  bone  of  contention  between  us,  then,  in  the  nam 
of  the  God  of  peace  let  it  be  laid  aside,  or  used  only  with  th 
children  of  our  own  peculiar  flocks.  The  Catechism  is  good 
but  the  Bible  is  better,  and  moreover,  whatever  authority  i 
has,  and  whatever  of  truth  it  contains,  arc  derived  cntircl; 
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rom  that  inspired  volume.  Rely  upon  it  that  a  deep  and 
rapid  revolution  is  taken  place  in  the  public  mind.  By 
seeking  to  retain  all  we  may  lose  all ;  by  a  little  timely  con- 
cession we  may  yet  save  what  is  most  valuable. 

But  why  dilate  any  more  upon  the  advantages  of  Chris- 
tian union^  which  must  be  so  obvious  and  so  dear  to  every 
Christian  mind  ?  Would  to  God  that  such  a  spirit  were  in- 
fiised,  from  on  high,  into  the  Protestants  of  this  empire,  that 
they  would  consent  to  make  trial  of  a  grand  Christian  con- 
federation, based,  not  on  oppressive  acts  of  uniformity,  but  on 
unity  of  faith,  purpose  and  hope.  All  that  is  wanting  to 
this  end  is,  I  am  persuaded,  that  we  should  know  each  other 
better.  A  little  friendly  intercourse,  with  a  predisposition 
to  conciliate  and  to  be  conciliated,  would  soon  wear  away  that 
feeling  of  cold  repulsion  which  has  kept  us  so  long  asunder. 
Even  though  no  striking  or  ostensible  result  should  flow  from 
it,  still  a  blessing  would  attend  the  very  eflbrt.  Asperities, 
at  least,  would  be  softened  down ;  we  should  learn  to  respect 
each^  other  more ;  and,  in  the  defence  of  our  peculiar  opinions, 
to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  mildness,  gentleness  and  love.  Men 
and  brethren,  why  should  we  not  make  that  effort  ? — The 
Bible  Society  has,  for  years,  exhibited  an  example  of  the  pos- 
sibility and  advantages  of  Christian  union  for  the  promotion 
of  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  our  fellow  creatures,  and 
has  not  God  richly,  signally,  blessed  that  noble  institution  ? 
Is  there  a  quarter  of  the  globe,  which  does  not  bear  some  trace 
of  its  labours — which,  like  the  soft  and  fertilizing  dews  of 
heaven,  have  fallen  upon  the  parched  and  desolate  wilderness, 
and  made  it  to  blossom  as  the  rose  ? 

An  effort  was  made,  not  long  ago,  and  a  meeting  held  in 
London,  for  this  very  purpose,  which  will  long  live  in  the 
memory  of  all  who  were  privileged  to  witness  it,  or  even 
read  the  report  of  its  proceedings.  Why  should  not  that 
example  be  followed,  and  meetings  held  in  all  our  great 
towns,  conducted  on  the  same  principles,  and  directed  to  the 


same  holy  end  ?     In  the  name  of  God,  brethren,  let  us  makt 
the  effort.     But — if  this  may  not  be,  and  if  all  prospect  o: 
a  visible  union  on  earth  must  be  relinquished,  then  let  m( 
at  least  prevail  thus  far— that  "  all  bitterness,  and  wrath,  ant 
anger,  and  clamour,  and  evil-speaking,  be  put  away  from  us 
with  all  malice."     No  one  surely  will  contend  that  these  ar( 
either  necessary  or  unavoidable.     In  a  little  time  "  He  tha 
shall  come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry."     Brethren,  woulc 
you  wish  to  be  found  of  him  wrangling  and  fighting  aboui 
names,  and  words,  and  things  of  naught  but  contingent  anc 
temporary  value  ?     Think  you  there  are  distinctions  of  casi 
and  sect  in  the  kingdom  of  our  heavenly  Father  ?     That  there 
is  a  different  stall  for  the  Churchman,  for  the  Independent; 
for  the  Baptist,  for  the  Wesleyan  ?     There  is  not   one  of  us 
who  would  not  reject  the  idea  as  equally  false,  unscriptural. 
and  impertinent — then,  I  say,  let  us  no  longer  live  as  ifwt 
thought  so ;  but,  maintaining,  each  in   our   proper   sphere, 
boldly,  firmly,  and  consistently,  the  faith   of  our   adorable 
Master,  let  us  '^  give   all  diligence"   that  we  may  be  found 
of  him  in  peace  at  his  appearing. 

Brethren,  I  have  done — I  have  discharged  a  task  which,  foi 
many  conflicting  reasons,  was  both  pleasant  and  painful.  I 
have  advocated — alas,  how  feebly ! — a  cause  which  has  ever 
been  very  dear  to  my  heart,  as  it  must  be  dear  to  the  heart  oi 
every  faithful  servant  of  Christ.  My  hope  is,  that  others, 
better  qualified,  will  take  up  the  pen  which  I  now  lay  down, 
and  never  let  the  question  rest  until  something  is  done  to 
heal  our  lamentable  divisions,  or  at  least  to  soften  their 
acrimony. 

Christian  Brethren,  I  am. 

Your  faithful  servant, 

AMICUS. 


APPENDIX. 


(Referi'ed  to  in  page  12.^ 
It  may  perhaps  be  thought  that  the  danger  here  spoken  of  is 
iaggerated,  but  a  simple  statement  of  the  principles  which  are  now 
)ught  to  be  instilled  into  the  minds,  both  of  the  clergy  and  the 
•eople,  will  show  that  they  are  not  overrated.     These  are, 

1.  Unqualified  submission,  and  blind  obedience  to  the  clergy. 

2.  The  indispensable  necessity,  and  intrinsic  efficacy  of  the 
-icraments,  of  which  the  clergy  are  the  only  authorized  dispensers. 

3.  The  certain  condenmation  of  every  soul  which  is  not  mider 
minister  who  can  trace  his  descent  from  the  apostles. 

And  as  to  particular  doctrines — 

4.  Clerical  celibacy — ^monkery — the  invocation  of  saints — priestly 
absolution — auricular  confession,  and  the  belief  in  saintly  miracles, 
iigns,  and  lying  wonders. 

Now  let  any  one,  who  has  even  a  slight  knowledge  of  church  history, 
ind  who  is  acquainted  with  the  events  of  the  last  few  years,  say, 
vhether  these  are  not  the  identical  principles  on  which  was  reared 
he  monstrous  fabric  of  spiritual  despotism  in  the  middle  ages. 
Surely,  when  the  same  causes  are  in  operation — earnestly,  unceasingly 
—both  openly,  avowed  and  stealthily  working,  the  apprehension  that 
similar  results  may  follow  is  neither  vain  nor  ill-grounded. 

B. 

(Referred  to  in  page  24.) 

The  obsei'vations  of  the  archbishop  upon  this  point  are  so  excel- 
lent, so  important,  and  so  seasonable,  that,  as  the  book  may  not  be 
within  the  reach  of  many  of  my  readers,  I.  shall  here  give  some 
further  extracts. 

"And  who  can  undertake  to  pronounce  that  during  that  long 
period  usually  designated  as  the  Dark  Ages,  no  such  taint  ever  was 
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introduced?  Irregularities  could  not  have  been  wholly  exclud 
without  a  perpetual  miracle ;  and  that  no  such  miraculous  int( 
ference  existed,  we  have  even  historical  proof.  Amidst  the  numero 
corniptions  of  doctrine  and  of  practice,  and  gross  superstitions  th 
crept  in,  during  those  ages,  we  find  recorded  descriptions  not  only 
the  profound  ignomnce,  and  profligacy  of  life,  of  many  of  the  cler^ 
but  also  of  the  grossest  irregularities  in  respect  of  discipline  and  fon 
We  read  of  bishops  consecrated  when  mere  children; — of  m 
officiating  who  barely  knew  their  letters  ; — of  prelates  expelled,  a: 
others  put  into  their  places,  by  \dolence ; — of  illiterate  and  proflige 
lajTnen,  and  habitual  drunkards,  admitted  to  holy  orders ;  and 

short,  of  the  prevalence  of  every  kind  of  disorder It  is  ina 

ceivable  that  any  one,  even  moderately  acquainted  with  history,  c 
feel  a  certainty,  or  any  approach  to  ceiiainty,  that,  amidst  all  tl 
confusion  and  coiTuption,  every  requisite  form,  was,  in  every  instant 
strictly  adhered  to,  by  men,  many  of  them  openly  profane  a 
secular,  unrestrained  by  public  opinion,  through  the  gross  ignoran 
of  the  population  among  which  they  lived  ;  and  that  no  one  not  di 
consecrated  or  ordained,  was  admitted  to  sacred  offices 

Now,  let  any  one  proceed  on  the  hypothesis  that  there  are,  suppo?  * 
but  a  hmidred  links  connecting  any  particular  minister  with  t  ^ 
apostles  ;  and  let  him  even  suppose  that  not  above  half  of  this  nu  ■> 
ber  pass  through  such  periods  as  admit  of  any  possible  iiTegularit 
and  then,  placing  at  the  lowest  estimate  the  probability  of  defecti>  < 
ness  in  respect  of  each  of  the  remaining  fifty,  taken  separately,  1  i 
him  consider  what  amount  of  probability  will  result  from  the  mul  i 
plying  of  the  whole  together.  The  ultimate  consequence  must  I  i 
that  any  one  who  sincerely  believes  that  his  claim  to  the  benefits  i 
the  gospel  covenant  depends  on  his  o\va  minister  s  claim  to  i  < 
supposed  sacramental  virtue  of  true  ordination,  and  this  again. 

perfect  apostolical  succession must  be  involved in  the  mt 

distressing  doubt  and  perplexity. 

It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  advocates  of  this  theory,  st  ; 
diously  disparage  reasoning,  deprecate  all  exercise  of  the  mind  in  ]  ( 
flection,  decry  appeals  'to  evidence,  and  lament  that  even  the  po^  ^ 
of  reading  should  be  imparted  to  the  people.  It  is  not  witiiout  cau  ^ 
that  they  dread  and  lament  "  an  age  of  too  much  light,"  and  wish  to  i  < 
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)lve  religion  in  "a  solemn  and  awful  gloom."  It  is  not  without 
luse  that,  lia\dng  removed  the  Christian  s  confidence  from  a  rock,  to 
ise  it  on  sand,  they  forbid  all  prying  curiosity  to  examine  their 
)undation. 

The  fallacy,  indeed,  by  which,  according  to  the  above  principles, 
le  Christian  is  taught  to  rest  his  own  personal  hopes  of  salvation 
n  the  individual  claims  to  "  apostolic  succession"  of  the  particular 
linister  he  is  placed  under,  is  one  so  gross  that  few  are  thoughtless 
nough  to  be  deceived  by  it  in  any  case  where  religion  is  not  con- 
emed  : — ^where,  in  short,  a  man  has  not  been  taught  to  make  a  virtue 
'f  uninquiring,  unthinking  acquiescence.  For  the  fallacy  consists  in 
^/Onfounding  together  the  mibroken  apostolical  succession  of  a  Chris- 
ian  ministry  generally,  and  the  same  succession  in  an  unbroken  line, 
)f  this  or  that  individual  minister.  The  existence  of  such  an  order 
jf  m^n  as  Christian  ministers,  continuously  from  the  time  of  the 
apostles  to  this  day,  is  perhaps  as  complete  a  moral  certainty  as  any 

historical  fact  can  be  ; 

But  if  each  man's  Christian  hope,  is  made 

to  rest  on  his  receiving  the  Christian  ordinances  at  the  hands  of  a 
minister,  to  whom  the  sacramental  virtue  that  gives  efficacy  to  those 
ordinances,  has  been  transmitted  in  unbroken  succession  from  hand 
to  hand,  every  tiling  must  depend  on  that  particular  minister :  and 
h'lA  claim  is  by  no  means  established  from  our  merely  establishing  the 
unintenaipted  existence  of  such  a  class  of  men  as  Chtistian  ministers. 
*'  You  teach  me,"  a  man  might  say,  "  that  my  salvation  depends  on 
the  possession  by  you,  the  particular  pastor  under  whom  I  am  placed, 
of  a  certain  qualification;  and  when  I  ask  fo  rthe  proof  that  you 
possess  it,  you  prove  to  me  that  it  is  possessed  generally,  by  a  certain 
class  of  persons  of  whom  you  are  one,  and  probably  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  them ;  "  how  ridiculous  it  would  be  thought,  if  a  man  laying 
claim  to  the  throne  of  some  country,  should  attempt  to  establish  it 
without  producing  and  proving  his  own  pedigree,  merely  by  shewing 
that  that  comitry  had  always  been  under  hereditary  regal  government.'' 
"  Whately  on  the  Kingdom  of  Christ.'' — p.p.  183 — 189. 
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(Referred  to  in  page  24.) 

The  fundamental  principle  of  the  Romish  Church  is,  that  out  of  its 
pale  there  is  no  salvation;  but  that  all  who  dissent  from  its 
communion,  or  who  become  tainted  with  the  infection  of  heresy 
must,  infallibly,  perish.  Now  if  this  were  really  true  it  is  easy  to 
see  that  it  would  not  only  be  lawful  and  allowable,  but  it  would  be 
the  hounden  duty  of  that  church  to  persecute  Nay  it  would  be  a 
positive  act  of  mercy  to  the  body  of  that  church  to  cut  off  the  infected 
member,  and  to  check  the  fatal  taint  by  "  extenninating  from  the 
earth  all  heretics."  But  this  principle  has  been  utterly  rejected  by 
the  reformed  Church'  of  England,  which,  in  the  most  unqualified 
manner,  recognises  the  Hght  of  private  judgment.  For  that  church, 
therefore,  to  attempt  to  coetce  the  consciences  of  men  would  be 
iniquity  the  blackest  that  can  he  imagined.  It  would  be  t}Tanny 
without  cloak  or  excuse.  Thank  God  those  dark  days  are  passed, 
never  more,  we  hope,  to  return.  But  of  this  the  writer  feels  a  deep 
conviction,  that  popeiy,  in  its  most  lordly  days,  never  persecuted  with 
half  the  bitterness  with  which  the  Tractarian  party  will  persecute, 
should  they  ever,  wiiich  God  forbid,  obtain  the  ascendency  in  Church 
and  State.  The  Protestants  of  England  are  not  yet  half  alive  to 
the  danger  which  threatens  them  from  that  quarter. 

D. 

(Referred  to  in  page  28 J 

The  following  observations  in  a  late  publication  by  the  Rev.  r 
Benson,  Master  of  tlie  Temple,  are  to  the  same  purport ; — 

"  On  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second,  the  above  suggestions 
were  turned  into  demands  by  the  Presbyterians.  Many  of  these  di- 
vines were  *  grave  and  learned full  of  affection  to  the  king,  of  zeal 

for  the  peace  of  Church  and  State,  neitlier  enemies  to  episcopacy  or 
liturgy,  but  modestly  desiring  such  alterations  in  either,  as,  without 
shaking  foundations,  might  best  allay  the  present  distempers,  which 
the  indisposition  of  the  time,  and  the  tenderness  of  men's  consciences, 
had  contracted."'  But  the  Bishops  pronounced  '  tlie  offices  in  ili. 
Common  Prayer  altogether  unc.\<()'tiH]ml']r,  and  conceived  the  !■ 


>iild  not  be  too  strictly  enjoined.     As  for  the  ceremonies,  they  were 

i^A-illing  to  part  with  any  of  them  ;  being  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the 

isfaction  of  some  private  pei*sons  ought  not  to  overrule  the  public 

'.ce  and  uniformity  of  the  Church.'     Their  argument  would  have 

u  weighty,  had  peace   and  uniformity  accompanied  each  other. 

Uit  uniformity  w^as  pin^chased  by  the  loss  of  peace.     Many  ministers 

ere  ejected,  or  withdrew  ;  and  from  that  period  we  may  date  thefor- 

//   organization   and   gradual  progress   of  dissent;  its   subsequent 

ration,  and  ultimate  recognition  by  law.'' 

''Hubrics  and  Canons  Considered'''' — page  41. 

E. 

(^Referred  to  in  page  30.) 
The  late  proceedings  at  Oxford  are,  no  doubt,  familiar  to  all  my 
.^eaders,  as  well  as  the  history  of  Mr.  Ward's  trial  and  extraordinary 
iiefence.  Since  then,  a  new  champion  of  Tractarian  consistency  has 
appeared,  in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  F.  Oakly,  who  has  published  a 
pamplilet  on  Subscription,  in  which  he  not  only  lays  claim  to  the 
right  of  holding  all  the  tenets  of  Popery,  notwithstanding  his  sub- 
scription to  the  39  Articles,  which  repudiate  and  condemn  those 
tenets,  both  collectively  and  in  detail,  but  shews  plainly  that  the 
new  test  which  has  been  proposed,  in  order  to  strengthen  and  guard 
the  old  from  violation,  would  be  equally  powerless  to  bind  his  slippery 
conscience.     Here  are  his  owti  words ;  first,  as  to  the  old  test : — 

"  The  main  object  proposed  in  the  following  pages  is  to  defend,  on  historical 
grounds  alone,  the  subscription  of  those  clergyman  of  our  church,  or  members  of 
the  university,  (be  they  more  or  fewer,)  who,  in  subscribing,  reserve  to  themselves 
the  power  of  holding   all  Roman  Catholic  doctrine." 

And  this  is  what  he  says  of  the  new  test : 

"It  is  plain  therefore,  that  as  far  merely  (I  wish  the  word  to  be  noted)  as  the 
declaration  which  it  has  been  proposed  in  the  university  to  annex  to  subscription 
with  the  view  of  limiting  it,  relates  to  the  subscriber's  conscientious  belief  of  the 
intention  with  which  the  Articles  were  at  first  put  out,  such  as  myself  could  adopt  it 
without  a  single  moment's  hesitation." 

Now  there  are  two  questions  which  must  be  suggested  to  the  mind 
of  everj'^  reflecting  person  by  these  strange  transactions  : — 
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1.  What  do  the  "  merchant  princes  of  Great  Britain  think  of  th 
things  f  This  is  essentially  a  commercial  and  trading  comitr}%  aii 
it  is  needless  to  say,  that  good  faith  and  strict  fidelity  to  one's  enga^ 
ments  are  the  very  life  and  soul  of  commerce.  Wliat  then  do  t: 
merchants  of  England  think  of  this  new  system  of  ethics  ?  Or  k 
do  they  relish  the  thought  of  their  sons  heing  brought  up  and  traint 
in  such  principles,  and  by  such  men,  who  thus  plainly  and  avowed 
teach,  and  practise  what  they  teach,  that  a  man  may  make  a  solen 
promise  which  he  does  not  intend  to  keep ;  that  he  may  put  his  hand 
and  subscribe  a  document  binding  to  do  or  not  to  do  certain  aci 
reserving  to  himself  the  power  of  violating  eveiy  one  of  those  engag 
ments,  when,  where,  and  how  he  may  think  proper  ? 

2.  On  what  principle  can  the  eocclusion  of  Dissenters  from  the  Ui 
versities  be  any  longer  defended  ?  Most  assuredly  that  question  h 
now  completely  changed  its  aspect.  Dissentei"s  can  now  put  in 
new  plea  and  say — "  You  have  invented  a  test  for  the  avowed  purpo 
of  excluding  all  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Clim'ch  of  England.  Tl 
lias  effectually  shut  us  out,  for  we  could  not  conscientiously  take  i 
but  it  has  proved  entirely  inefficacious  in  securing  you  from  dishorn 
men  of  your  ovm  communion.  They  have  not  only  ti*ampled  upon  : 
but  avow  and  glory  in  the  deed  ;  and,  moreover,  openly  declai^e  th 
they  will  in  like  manner  trample  upon  and  disregard  any  other  te 
which  you  may  de\'ise.  Look  then,  what  injustice  you  are  guilty  o 
you  open  wide  the  door  to  avowed  promise-breakers  of  your  ovvii  cor 
munion,  whilst  you  shut  it  in  the  face  of  those  who,  however  they  m; 
differ  mth  you  in  some  things,  are  at  least  honest  men.''  How  is  th 
plea  to  be  answered  ? 

Whether  all  tests  should  be  forthwith  abolished,  seeing  they  ^ 
thus  proved  to  be  worse  than  useless,  and  whether  the  Univei*sities  oug] 
now  to  be  thro^vii  open  to  all,  are  questions  upon  wliich  the  writ 
does  not  feel  at  all  competent  to  offer,  or  even  to  form,  any  opinioi 
but  most  assuredly  they  demand  immediate  attention. 

ERRATA. 
In  page  28— 9th  line  from  top  :  for  living,  read  livings  ;  and /or  remark,  read  reniarl. 
Ditto  30 -last  line  (note  :)   for  D  read  E. 
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